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PANORAMIC VIEW OF HOUSTON’S BUSINESS SECTION 
































(Houston, described by visitors from all over the State and from other States as the most metropolitan city in Texas, owes much 
of her growth to petroleum and its products. The above panoramic view of Houston’s business section is proof to the man who 
has never visited Houston, that the city is a real city, and the two entire sky-scrapers devoted to oil and its products, together with 


the hundreds of other offices which will be found throughout the business section of Houston, are proof to the Houstonian that 
petroleum is Houston’s new king. 












(While ex-King Cotton has brought more revenue per bale this year than ever before, King Petroleum, too, has set a new high 
mark for the gulf coast country, and a mark that is not as likely to fluctuate as cotton. 

(Two oil pools, one of which is growing by leaps every day, and the other of which is destined for a second great come-back, are 
located well within twenty-five miles of Houston, and Houston is benefiting directly from them. Goose Creek’s daily pay-roll of 
more than $5,000.00, and Humble’s pay-roll, which even exceeds that of Goose Creek, are both spent almost entirely in Houston, 
(Houston is daily becoming more and more of an oil center, both from refining and from the production standpoint, and as 
Houston becomes more and more recognized as an oil center, her wealth and population increase also. 











THE GULF COAST OIL NEWS’ OKLAHOMA REPORT IS AS 
COMPLETE AS THAT CONTAINED IN ANY OIL PUBLICATION 
NOT EXCEPTING THOSE PUBLISHED IN OKLAHOMA. READ IT 
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Petroleum Products 


HIGHEST GRADES UNIFORM QUALITY 









DISTRIBUTING STATIONS IN PRINCIPAL CITIES AND TOWNS 


GASOLINES AND NAPHTHAS 





ILLUMINATING OILS GAS OILS LUBRICATING OILS 





TEXACO ROOFING 
TEXACO FUEL OIL 


(Complying with all Government and Navy Specifications) 


TEXACO ASPHALT FOR EVERY PURPOSE 


(OVER 99 PER CENT PURE BITUMEN) 





GENERAL OFFICES: 


THE TEXAS COMPANY BUILDING, 
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WE ARE HEADQUARTERS FOR 


Everything for Oil Wells 


Write for quotations on your requirements or send us your open orders—they will be filled at bottom 
prices, in a manner that will please you 





THE LARGEST SUPPLY HOUSE IN THE SOUTHWEST 


PEDEN IRON & STEEL CO.,, sis‘axtoxto 








REPUBLIC SUPPLY COMPANY 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Oil and Gas Well Supplies 











STORES ~ 
OKLAHOMA— TEXAS— LOUISIANA— 
Tulsa, Wilson, Yale, Houston, Humble, Shreveport, 
Wirt, Haskell Electra, Burkburnett Mansfield, Oil City 
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Beaumont Iron Works Company 
BEAUMONT, TEXAS, U.S. A. 
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evenss'"8] Williams Iron Works 


Write, Phone or Tele- 

graph us and we will 

gladly give estimates a F. WILLIAMS, Proprietor HUMBLE, TEXAS 
Alamo Valves and all other High Grade Rubber Goods. Standard Rib Belts and 


Bull Ropes and Standard Rig Equipments. A Full Line of Oil Field Supplies. Any 
Kind of Oil Field Repair Work and Fishing Tools Will Receive Prompt Attention. 


RED REX DRILL HOSE 


AND ALAMO HYDRAULIC PACKING 























Muncie Oil Engines 


Have a Record of Fourteen Years 


in Oil Field Work 


Fourteen in use at Humble, and others at Batson, 
Saratoga and Spindletop. Often Save 
entire cost in four months. 


For particulars write or phone 


7. am SMITH, Jr., iit 


Phone Preston 3893 15 Main Street, Houston 














GIRTEN 


BELTING AND PACKING CO. 
Oil Field Supplies 


‘Red Rex’’ ‘*Alamo’”’ 


Trade Mark Trade Mark 


Drilling Hose Hydraulic Packing 


HOUSTON AND GOOSE CREEK, TEXAS 
Agents in Every Field 
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Y not spending a portion of her channel 
improvement money on wharves up in the 
heart of the city, where they are badly 
needed now, the municipal government of 

Houston is doing an unintentional injustice to the 

many shippers of Houston and the many cus- 

tomers of Houston who receive their goods via the 

Ship Channel from Houston. 

Hundreds of thousands of dollars have been 
spent on concrete municipal wharves down at the 
Turning Basin, in building concrete, fireproof 
warehouses, and in giving every modern improve- 
ment known to navigation, but if any improve- 
ments have been added to the Main Street wooden, 
wornout wharves in the: last two or three years 
they can’t be seen now. Yet the Main Street 
wharves, at any time of the day, present one of 
the busiest scenes to be found in the city of Hous- 
ton. 

The dilapidated, obsolete wharves in the shadow 
of the viaduct might have sufficed in the day when 
an occasional boat wound its way down the Ship 
Channel with a box of oranges for Goose Creek, 
a carton of tobacco for Lynchburg and similar ar- 
ticles for other places down the Ship Channel. No 
doubt they were sufficient to handle the commerce 
that passed over them. 

But the last two months has seen a revolution 
on the Ship Channel. It is being used from the 
heart of Houston to its entrance into the Gulf. 
The tonnage that has passed through Wharfmas- 
ter Murphy’s office during the past three months 
probably has amounted to more than the tonnage 
of a year or more at any other time. The wharves 
are worn out. In some places the piling which 
were driven to keep the banks of Buffalo River 
from falling into the water, have rotted or have 
been torn down by the weight of the commerce 
upon them. Practically no loading facilitates are 
provided, and boats or barges to be loaded for 
trips down the Ship Channel must be loaded by 
hand at the cost of much time and labor. And 





Why Neglect Main Street Wharves? 


when the water front is so lined with vessels wait- 
ing to be loaded that a launch has to be poled 
out to get into the stream, time amounts to some- 
thing. The municipal wharves should be ex- 
tended further down the stream, and proper fa- 
cilities for trucks, wagons, etc., to reach the wa- 
terside should be provided. 

As conditions now are, merchandise billed via 
the Ship Channel often is forced to lay in the open 
because there isn’t sufficient warehouse room for 
it in the small building occupied by the wharf- 
master. ; 

If it is good business for the city to spend large 
sums of money providing proper loading facilities 
down at the Turning Basin where the commerce 
is largely a thing of the future, surely the city 
would be justified in spending money for concrete 
warehouses and wharves and modern loading fa- 
cilities at a place where the commerce is a thing 
of. the present. 

It is true that the rush has been brought on 
unexpectedly by the bringing in of the Goose 
Creek oil field, but the Goose Creek oil field is 
here to stay, and the Ship Channel commerce to 
Goose Creek is not spasmodic. Oil well supplies, 
and supplies for the 1,500 to 2,000 persons who 
now live at Goose Creek will continue to be need- 
ed. In fact, the need for them will be increased. 
Goose Creek has taught the value of the Ship 
Channel from the Main Street viaduct to its mouth 
and that value isn’t going to be forgotten. And 
Houston owes it to Goose Creek to reciprocate. 

Aside from the commercial standpoint, the 
wharves should be improved, because in their pres- 
ent condition they are an eyesore on the land- 
scape, and a visitor to Houston isn’t likely to carry 
away visions of a great permanent exposition as 
viewed from the summit of the viaduct, if he 
turns his head, and, glancing downward at the 
inky Buffalo, asks his guide, “Is that the Hous- 
ton Ship Channel, and are those wharves down 
there your municipal wharves?” 
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Humble Shows Increase for Week 
Humble’s production for the week just ended was as 
follows: 


NS SUE SIN i ik coca sccsekasneyass 11,300 bbls. 
Republic Production Company .................. 5,390 bbls. 


ene ere Ae 
Gulf Production Company ...................... 2,300 bbls. 
Southern Petroleum Company ................... 1,475 bbls. 
DELI Ae eT ET 650 bbls. 
SORT ewe AON AGOMINARY on cicdnswnd vbw ewww session 150 bbls. 
EE EET OTE EEE = 6 

BRAORS rs sce cG ees aen ehhh eeee cabo kn be ckuw eee DIS: 


The above is an increase of a few hundred barrels over 
last week. The completion of the Producers Oil Company’s 
No. 20, Carroll Oil & Gas Company with an initial produc- 
tion of 1,200 barrels, which increased considerably the next 
day, is largely responsible for the increase, while several 
other wells in the field dropped off considerably in production 
during the week. 


Only One Completion of Interest 


Only one completion of any importance was registered at 
Humble during the past week. That was the Producers Oil 
Company’s No. 20, Carroll Oil & Gas well, which came in 
making 1,200 barrels of oil. Friday it was making around 
1,500 barrels, pipe line oil. The well is about 2,400 feet deep, 
and officials of the company say that had not trouble been 
encountered in setting the strainer the well would have been 
good for four or five thousand barrels per day. 

Eight other wells were completed, but of the eight only 
one was a producer. Six were dusters and one was a gasser. 

Following are the other completions: 

Brown et al. No. 1, Eckols, dry and abandoned; Capitol 
Oil & Gas Company’s No. 7, Bart, dry and abandoned at 
1,045 feet; Gulf Coast Oil Company’s No. 2, Weed, dry and 
abandoned at 1,220 feet; Guffey Oil Company’s No. 3, Hirsch, 
dry and abandoned at 1,050 feet; Grimes County Oil Com- 
pany’s No. 1, Montgomery, dry and abandoned at 1,200 feet; 
Huffstuttler Oil Company’s No. 15, Hermann, pumping 15 
barrels from 700 feet; Producers Oil Company’s No. 49, Her- 
mann, abandoned at 1,040 feet; Producers Oil Company’s No. 
2, Mason, gas well at 1,325 feet. 


Humble Field Notes 


3urt & Griffith are still drilling in their Nos. 2 and 3B. 

Atlantic and Pacific Oil Company is drilling in their Nos. 
2 and 3, Bodeman, the former at a depth of 3,240 feet and 
the latter at 3,300 feet. 

Hancock Oil Company is shut down at 1,035 feet in its No. 
3, Bender. 

Mud Lake Oil Company is shut down in its No. 1, Victor 
Blanco, at 1,655 feet. 

Singleton Ranch Oil Company is drilling at 3,018 feet. 

Invincible Oil Company’s No. 51, Hermann, is drilling at 
2,445 feet; No. 52, on same tract, is drilling at 2,725 feet; 
No. 53 is drilling at 1,950 feet. 

The Southern Petroleum Company is bailing No. 19, Land- 
slide, with indications good for a producer, at 1,420 feet. 

Huffstuttler Oil Company is drilling No. 16, Hermann, at 
200 feet. 

Gum Gulley Oil Company’s No. 1, Bender, is bailing at 
1,925 feet. 
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On the House, the Onalaska Oil Company is bailing No. 2 
at 2,901 feet. 

Producers Oil Company is shut down in No. 7, House; 
No. 12, Koehler, is drilling at 2,400 feet. 

Sun Company is shut down in its No. 18, River, at 2,900 
feet; No. 19 is drilling at 860 feet. 

Leland Oil & Gas Company is shut down at 1,083 feet in 
its No. 2, Hirsch. 

Sun Company’s No. 20, River, is a location. 

The following are derricks: Invincible Oil Company’s 
No. 54, Hermann; National Oil & Refining Company’s No. 
7, Wimberley; Permit Oil Company’s No. 1, House; Gulf 
Coast Oil Corporation’s No. 3, Weed; Gulf State Oil Com- 
pany’s No. 2, Marshall; Leland Oil & Gas Company’s No. 3, 
Hirsch; Satsuma Oil Company’s No. 1, Fane. 

Producers Oil Company’s No. 216, Landslide, is setting up; 
Delta Oil Company’s No. 1, Bender, setting up; Huffstuttler 
Oil Company’s No. 17, Hermann, setting up; Gulf State Oil 
Company’s No. 2, Marshall, setting up. 

The Humble-Texas Petroleum Company’s No. 2, Morris, 
known as the Pyramid Oil Company’s well, is reported to 
have set casing at 2,900 feet and to be drilling in. 


2°, 
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Gasser in Houston Heights Latest 


Rumors that a “gasser” had been “discovered” in Houston 
Heights occasioned many visits by interested persons to the 
well in question. It is located in J. F. Ball’s back yard, at 
537 Twenty-seventh Street. 

Several nights ago Mr. Ball happened to toss a match 
into the pipe of the well, which is 22 feet deep. Instantly 
a streak of flame darted upwards from the hole, and from 
that time till now visitors at the Ball home have amused 
themselves by dropping lighted matches in the well and 
watching the puff of flame as the fire goes into the well. 
The well was sunk—not drilled—several years ago, and 
formerly had a pump on it. The water tasted so strongly 
of gas, however, that it couldn’t be used, and the well passed 
from notice until the accidental discovery was made that it 
had some kind of inflammable gas in it. 

The well smelled suspiciously like gasoline, and one oil 
man who visited it said that it was possible that some one 
had poured gasoline into it, and that it was the fumes of the 
gasoline that ignited. However, the gas formed by tiny 
heads, and many veteran oil men assert that Houston Heights 
is underlaid with a big gas reservoir. 








\) 
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Only Oil Company Wireless Plants Open 


Due to the present international situation, and because 
amateur wireless plants have been springing up all along 
the coast, the Federal Government has issued orders that all 
wireless plants except those of large oil companies, be closed 
down. 

It is estimated that there are between 40 and 50 amateur 
and other kinds of wireless plants in South Texas, many of 
them capable of sending and receiving messages to or from 
a considerable distance. A wireless plant, it is pointed out, 
by intercepting calls from war vessels, might keep an enemy 
in touch with movements of the vessels. 


MAGNOLIA 
PETROLEUM 


STOCKS AND BONDS 
NEUHAUS & CO. 
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Goose Creek Production Not Holding Up 


Despite completions which came in with great regularity 
and with large initial production during the week just passed, 
Goose Creek’s actual daily average, perhaps, is the mest 
deceiving of any field in the Gulf Coast country. 

During last week four wells were completed, having in- 
itial production totaling more than 11,000 barrels, but the 
average production for the week only amounted to about 
15,000 barrel per day. 

The production was divided approximately as follows: 
Gulf Production Company 7,000 barrels 
Humble Oil Company 4,700 barrels 
Sun Company on former Rucker lease.. 1,200 barrels 





GRE ag SR ay 800 barrels 
MISPRUIDREINE « o.50csewnwes chee ncnes oe 500 barrels 
BF OAM RUR DAN ae Fore Gicuae ror eeNins Std oterebhcinfesdale 15,200. barrels 


Included in the Gulf Production’s total is production from 
all wells in which the Gulf is interested, excepting the Hum- 
ble Oil Company. 


Four Completions in Week 

The completions for the week were as follows: Gulf Pro- 
duction Company’s Mitchell No. 2, at about 2,700 feet, came 
in, making 1,500 barrels of fluid, of which a large per cent 
was water and b. s. It was pinched down until storage was 
built and then when released made better than 2,500 barrels, 
of which 15 per cent was b. s. and water. 

Staiti-Simms-Hamman’s No. 1 Duke, brought in from be- 
low 3,600 feet, with an initial flow of 1,800 barrels, of which 
more than 50 per cent was b. s. and water, developed into a 
2,500 to 4,000-barrel well within a day, but reports as to the 
amount of b. s. and water it is making vary. One report is 
to the effect that it is making 85 per cent of b. s. and water. 
Another report is to the effect that it is making but 25, per 
cent of b. s. and water, and the owner of the well says that 
if it were released it would clean itself. It is being pinched 
down. The well had no storage when it came in and as a 
result Goose Creek, which runs nearby it, had a coating of 
oil half an inch or more thick near the, well the day after 
it came in. The oil is 22 gravity. 

When the well came in it was thought that it meant the 
opening of a new deep sand stratum. Many who had pinned 
their faith in Goose Creek becoming the leading pool on the 
Gulf, on the belief that a big pay sand would be found be- 
low 3,000 feet, announced that the oil previously found at 2,600 
feet was not the real pay, and that Goose Creek’s fortune 
was made. 

But the indications all are that the sand in the Staiti well 
is the same sand in the Producers well on the Isenhour, the 
same sand found on the Tabb by the Gulf in its No. 4—in 
fact—the same sands encountered around 2,400 to 2,650 feet 
in what may be considered the proven section of the field. 
The oil is the same kind of oil as that found in the shal- 
lower stratas and a log of the wells drilled from the Tabb 
tract on west through the Isenhour shows that the oil is 
found at gradually deeper levels as the wells go westward. 


It is true that the Staiti well is only 1,000 yards, or less, 
from the Producers No. 1 Isenhour, where pay was encoun- 
tered at 2,790 feet. That would mean a dip of 800 feet in 
the 1,000 yards, but such dips are not uncommon. It has 
been pointed out that at one place in Humble logs of wells 
showed a 200-foot dip in a linear distance of 200 feet. 

sut the big fact remains. Oil—in paying quantities—has 
been found in the Staiti well. It’s true that it is making 
considerable b. s. and water, but those acquainted with the 
well say that there is every indication that the water is 
coming in from above the oil sands, where it was not cased 
off properly. 





Mr. Staiti says that it would make more than 15,000 bar- 
rels if turned loose. It is possible that it would make that 
much. It has been reported that the screen, set below 3,600 
feet, was a two and a half-inch screen. It also has been 
reported that the well has 160 feet of pay. 

In any event, there’s nothing to be discouraged at in the 
well, for the fact that it may not be a new sand doesn’t 
necessarily mean that there isn’t an ‘even bigger streak of 
pay located “somewhere beneath Goose Creek,” and Mr. 
Staiti probably isn’t worrying with exploring for deeper 
sands as long as he has the 3,600-foot stuff in hand. 

“The Myers-Humble-Gulf No. 3, Schilling, which was 
brought in at noon Tuesday from a depth of 2,610 feet, made 
3,000 barrels of fluid, of which, towards the first, the larger 
per cent was oil. However, the well began making so much 
b. s. and water toward the latter part of the week that it 
was shut in while storage was made for it. 


No. 3 Tabb Is Best Well 

The best well of the week was that brought in by the 
Humble Oil Company on the Tabb. It is the Humble’s No. 
3 Tabb, and came in at a depth of 2,630 feet, making 3,000 
barrels. The next day it made 4,000 barrels pipe line oil, 
and Thursday it was making 3,000 barrels. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 2 American-Gailliard, 
on the tract of land purchased from the American Produc- 
tion Company, and located near the discovery gusher, began 
blowing out Thursday. It threw out sand, mud and water 
and created a commotion. 

When the Gulf Production Company tried to set strainer 
in No. 7 Stateland-Producers at 2,700 feet, the strainer stuck 
100 feet from the bottom of the hole. They milled through 


it and are feeling for the bottom to determine if the way is 
clear to set three-inch screen. 


Setting Strainer in Scorrega 

Strainer is being set in the Gulf Production Company’s 
No. 1 Scorrega, at about 2,730 feet. This test is west of 
Goose Creek, within a short distance of the stream and is 
in the neighborhood of the Producers Oil Company’s No. 1 
Isenhour which came in last month, making 2,000 barrels 
from 2,790 feet. No. 1 Isenhour is not producing now. 

Other wells which may be brought in within a day or two, 
as they are below 2,600 feet in sections of the field where 
pay has been struck at that depth, are: 

E. F. Simm’s No. 1 Ashbel Smith, No. 5 Schilling, No. 6 
Schilling and No. 7 Schilling. 

Mills Bennett-Central Goose Creek Oil Company is setting 
strainer in No. 1 Jones at 2,650 feet. 





Field Notes 


The Gulf Production Company’s tests at Goose Creek are 
as follows: No. 1, Matthews, is drilling in rock at 1,285 feet. 
No. 1, B. Jones, of the same company, is drilling below 1,490 
feet. No. 3, Paddock, is drilling at 2,055 feet in rock. On the 
Stateland, No. 3, is in gumbo at about 2,150 feet. No. 1, 





Phones: 
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Oil Field Work a Specialty 
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What the Goose Creek Cyclone Did 




















This is what the cyclone did to Simms’ No. S weet at Goose Creek last 
week. The derrick standing in the background is the Gulf Production Com- 
pany’s No. 4 Prather, which is about 100 feet from the derrick that was de- 
stroyed. Fourteen derricks were torn down by the cyclone which lasted only 
three minutes. 








Scorrega, is in rock at 2,810 feet. No. 3, Busch, a mile west 
of No. 1, Scorrega, is in rock at about 1,825 feet. No. 4, 
Busch, is drilling at 400 feet. No. 1, Hoffman-Gaillard, is 
drilling in dock down 2,300 feet. No. 6, John Gaillard, is 
drilling in rock at 1,510 feet. On the Gillette tract No. 3 is 
drilling below 2,100 feet. No. 1, Gaillard, is in gumbo at 
2,050 feet. No. 5, Gaillard, is shut down at 2,250 feet. No. 7, 
Gaillard, is below 2,000 feet in rock. On the Rosenthal tract 
No. 1 is drilling in rock at 2,350 feet. No. 1, Trader, is be- 
low 2,550 feet. On the Wright tract No. 4 is drilling at 
2,410 feet. Nos. 5, 6 and 7, same tract, are rigging up. Gulf- 
Beaumont Oil Company’s No. 5, Stateland, is drilling below 
200 feet. No. 2, Briggs, of the Gulf, is drilling below 1,250 
feet. No. 6, on the same tract, is rigging up. No. 5, Praether, 
also is rigging up. A standard rig is being built for No. 4, 
Praether, which is still flowing about 300 barrels per day. 
No. 3, Mitchell, is drilling in gumbo below 1,900 feet. This 
well is owned jointly by Blaffer & Farish and the Gulf. 

A joint test by the Gulf Production and Humble Oil Com- 
panies is as follows: No. 2, Tabb, pulled strainer and going 
deeper. 

Tests by the Humble Oil Company are: No. 1, Demerritt, 
is drilling below 500 feet. No. 1, Ashbel Smith, is drilling 
around 2,100 feet. No. 2, on the same tract, is drilling around 
500 feet. 

Tests by E. F. Simms et al. are as follows: No. 2, Ashbel 
Smith, is drilling below 2,100 feet. No. 3, on the same tract, 
is below 700 feet. On the Schilling tract No. 9 is at 1,780 
feet, No. 10 at 1,700 feet. On the Hughes 7% acres No. 1 is 
below 1,800 feet, No. 2 is at about 2,200 feet, No. 3 is below 
1,900 feet and No. 4 is below 1,800 feet. No. 1, Sweet, is at 
2,390 feet, drilling. No. 2, Sweet, is drilling at 2,550 feet. 
No. 3 is drilling at 2,000 feet. No. 5 is a derrick. 

Producers Oil Company tests follow: No. 1, Jerry Isen- 
hour, derrick blown down in cyclone is being restored. No. 
2, Isenhour, is drilling at 700 feet. 

The Gillette Oil Company, after sidetracking in its No. 1, 
Hoskins, at 2,300 feet some time ago, is drilling around 2,900 
feet in hard cemented sand, which is showing some oil and 
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gas. This test is two miles east of production, and should 
a well be brought in it will mean the material widening of 
the field. 

The Damon Mound and West Columbia Oil Association 
is drilling below 2,500 feet in its No. 1, John Gaillard. 

C. L. Peirce et al. is drilling below 2,400 feet in its No. 1, 
Wright. 

The Atlas Oil Company’s No. 1, Castelle, is drilling at 
1,900 feet. 

West Virginia Oil Company in its No. 2, Mary Dolan, is 
in rock at 1,725 feet. 

Empire Fuel & Gas Company’s No. 2, Grace Addey, is in 
rock at 1,675 feet. No. 3, same tract, is drilling below 700 
feet. 

Paul Bryant et al.’s No. 1, Blackwell Island, is setting 
three-inch at 2,100 feet. 

Houston Deep Well Company’s No. 1, Gaillard Peninsula, 
is drilling at 1,925 feet. 

Gulf Coast Oil Corporation, Huffstuttler’s No. 4, Gaillard, 
is drilling in rock below 1,750 feet. 

The Sutherland Oil Company’s No. 1, Castelle, is drilling 
around 1,100 feet. 

The American Production Company’s No. 5, L. W. Jones, 
is drilling below 2,100 feet. No. 6, Pelly, is shut down at 
2,350 feet. No. 1, Blackwell Peninsula, is still fishing at 
2,200 feet. 

The Magnolia Petroleum’s No. 2, Duke, is 1,800 feet in 
rock. 

The Gulf Production Company is building four bunkhouses 
for its men at Goose Creek. The houses are located on the 
Gaillard tract, overlooking Tabb’s Bay, and each will ac- 
commodate 32 men. 

The Gulf is building a warehouse and docks on the Gail- 
lard near John Gaillard’s landing on Goose Creek. 

Goose Creek is steadily growing as a town. New stores, 
restaurants and boarding places are springing up like mush- 
rooms in Middletown. A moving picture show is about ready 
for operation, a shooting gallery has been etsablished, and 
Goose Creek is soon to have a weekly paper, it is understood. 

Not only oil men, but other people interested in Goose 
Creek because of what they have been reading about it, are 
visiting the new field. The Velma, of the Mitchell Barge and 
Passenger Line, from Houston to Goose Creek, reports that 
her passenger list to Goose Creek is growing daily. 


Goose Creek Personals 

Frank E. Hutchison, general sales manager for the Moore 
Manufacturing Company of Chicago, was a Houston and 
Goose Creek visitor for several days last week. 

W. H. Robertson from Shreveport was in Houston Tues- 
day of last week. Mr. Robertson formerly was with the 
Producers Oil Company. 

R. E. Allison, a well-known contractor from Louisiana, 
has two rigs running in Goose Creek and is expecting two 
more rigs in soon. Charles Stewart is handling the operat- 
ing end of R. E. Allison’s interests at Goose Creek. 

J. R. Penrose is in Houston making preparations to start 
drilling on his company property at Humble. Mr. Penrose 
is representing eastern interests. 

H. Harper, who is drilling a well for the Empire Oil and 
Gas Company at Goose Creek, was a Houston visitor during 
the week. 

W. C. Wolff of Shreveport is a Houston visitor. He is 
making preparations to start a well on one of his leases at 
Goose Creek. 

C. P. Hamlin of Goose Creek made a quick trip to Shreve- 
port Saturday, returning Monday. 

J. R. Crawford of Goose Creek spent Sunday in Houston. 
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Sour Lake Stock on Hand 2,092,000 Barrels 


Pipe line runs for the week at Sour Lake averaged 18,270 
barrels per day, and the stock on hand at the end of the week 
totalled 2,092,000 barrels, a decrease of 33,000 barrels. 

Pipe line runs for the week averaged daily as follows: 

The Texas Company 8,656 bbls. 


Eris ES OT: 7 a 3,253 bbls. 
Site COMPANY. ncckc coo ewatie sive 6,361 bbls. 
DID CS) | GR eee heey ees eee ee 18,270 bbls. 

Stocks on hand at the end of the week are as follows: 
PEAS COMPARY 465:6.08 sate icwees 1,302,000 bbls. 
DET) Zale cal OF ee er ee 603,000 bbls. 
Su COMPANY sa.s.tleeaideaeiiesaiesianatie 136,000 bbls. 


Rio Bravo 51.000 bbls. 


of Po, | OR cc a 2,092,000 bbls. 


No Good Completions During Week 


There were no completions of interest during the week. 
The well brought in by the Yount Lee Oil Company on their 
Lynn Oil Company lease, proved a disappointment. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Company No. 1, Ashe, which is located about a 
half of a mile east of settled production, while a producing 
well, does not necessarily mean any great development in its 
vicinity, for the reason that for the amount of oil produced, 
the cost of sinking a well to the pay is too expensive to be 
profitable. The Gulf Production Company, in the south field, 
in new territory, has a couple of wells at an interesting stage. 
Although they have had several blowouts and have a good 
show, those in charge are rather skeptical. The Producers 
Oil Company and the Humble Oil Company and Gulf, are 
fighting line and are extending the field westward (in the 
north end) gradually, but it seems that the pay sand is be- 
ginning to pinch out in that direction and wells recently 
sunk have had considerable trouble with water. Outside of 
the Humble Oil Company and the Gulf Production Com- 
pany, on the Hardin County lease, in, the north end, none 
of the companies drilling in that part of the field seem to 
be able to find pay, although there have been several wells 
drilling for the past few months. From present indications 
it does not seem probable that the field will be extended in 
that direction, at least in the near future. With the high 
price of oil, however, prospectors are optimistic, and continue 
to drill in likely places, and if the high price continues to 
hold up, and it seems to be the consensus of opinion that it 
will, new fields will in all probability be found and developed. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 14, Tarver, deepened 
to 1,880 feet, began flowing when put on the pump, and at 
last report was making 400 barrels per day. 


Field Notes on the Sour Lake Pool 


; The Creek Oil Company, a new concern, has leased two lots 
in the Jackson addition and has set up and commenced drill- 
ing. They are down 750 feet in gumbo. 
the edge of settled production. 
The Gulf Production Company is down 1,950 feet in sand 
in its No, 30, Hardin County (the old Tarver lease), 2,050 
feet in gumbo in its No. 19, 1,050 feet in gumbo in its No. 
32 and 1,000 feet in sand in its No. 31, all in the Hardin 
County lease. 

The Humble Oil Company and Gulf Production Company, 
on their joint lease in the Hardin County, have five rigs 


This location is in 


running. No. 16 is 1,925 feet in sand, No. 17 is 1,705 feet in 
gumbo, No. 18 is 750 feet in gumbo, No. 19 is 250 feet in 
gumbo and No. 20 is 650 feet in gumbo. 

3radley & Guffey No. 2, Smith & Crawford, a well being 
worked over, is down 2,025 feet in hard sand. 

E. F. Simms & Company have pulled all pipe and aban- 
doned their No. 1 and have moved the derrick and are rig- 
ging up for No. 3 on their fee; they are sidetracking at 1,540 
feet in No. 2 fee. Their new location is about 50 feet due 
east of their No. 1 well. 

Huston’s Texas Petroleum Company have been shut down 
for several days. They are down 3,150 feet in sand. Drill- 
ing will probably be resumed at an early date. 

The Primrose Oil Company No. 5, Finkelstein, is down 
1,735 feet in hard sand. 

W. L. Pace, who is putting down a well for himself and 
the Hudson-White Oil Company on their joint lease on the 
Hardin County (well No. 3), twisted off at 1,795 feet and 
is fishing. 

The Crosbie Oil Company has set up and is drilling No. 
13 on its fee at 650 feet. They are in sand. 

J. S. Jackson, trustee, is drilling their No. 5 well on the 
Hooks lot in the Merchant addition. They are down 575 
feet in gumbo. 

The Forest-David Oil Company, drilling a well about 2 
miles south and east of Sour Lake on the McShane Lumber 
Company’s land, is down 1,960 feet and is going down over 
the 4-inch with 6-inch. 

The Lake Oil Company has abandoned its No. 1, Jackson 
B, at 1,600 feet. It is down 2,250 feet in its No. 13, Hebert, 
and will set up to work over No. 8, Bashara. 

The Lake View Oil Company is down 1,315 feet in No. 2, 
Minor, in gumbo. 

The Yount-Lee Oil Company is down 3,750 feet in No. 2, 
Merchant. At present they are shut down. In No. 3, Martin 
Gilbert, a well they acquired when they took over the Bos- 
ton-Texas Oil Company, they are down at 3,515 feet in 
shale. They set six-inch at 3,400 feet in this well. Their 
No. 4, Lynn, which came in last week flowing through the 
drill stem, after strainer was set, flowed several hundred bar- 
rels steady; they commenced flowing by heads at the rate 
of about 350 barrels daily, which steadily decreased, until 
at present it is making about 75 barrels. This well will be 
put on the beam, and should be a-good pumper. This oil is 
35 gravity and comes out at a temperature of 80 degrees. 
It is similar to oil produced on the Theis Oil Company 
Smith lease and the old Boston-Texas Oil Company Martin 
Gilbert lease. It seems to have a good gasoline content. 

The Producers Oil Company No. 287 fee, which came in 
making around 2,500 barrels daily a couple of weeks ago, 
after turning to water, had a lead seal set, and is now pump- 
ing at the rate of about 150 barrels daily. No. 288 feet is 
down 1,800 feet in gumbo, No. 289 is down 1,775 feet in 
gumbo, No. 290 is down 250 feet in gumbo. No. 1, Ashe, 
after flowing at the rate of 150 barrels of 23 gravity block 
oil, sanded up and has been cleaned out and now bailing. 
Local producers who have watched this well closely are not 
very optimistic over this territory. This same company is 
drilling another well in this vicinity, the A. Merchant No. 1, 
which has reamed down and set 8-inch at 2,675 feet; their 
No. 1A, on the Merchant addition lease, is down about 2,475 
feet in sand. 

The Gulf Production Co. No. 1A, on the Thompson & Mer- 
chant lease, after being put on the pump, is making about 90 
barrels daily. Their No. 1, Wheless, which was a part of 
the old Tarver Oil Company production, after being worked 
over, is making at the rate of 25 barrels daily, and getting 
better every day. 
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NEW EDITOR TAKES CHARGE 


With this week’s issue of The Gulf Coast Oil News, R. L. 
Dudley, formerly oil Editor of The Houston Post, takes 
charge of the editorial department. Mr. Dudley has been a 
resident of Houston since 1913 and is well acquainted with 
the Gulf Coast fields and is well known to many of the pro- 
ducers of this section. 

With its Oklahoma bureau, at Tulsa, in operation in charge 
of Henry R. Schulz, The Gulf Coast Oil News 1s in a better 
position to supply all the news while it is news to its growing 
list of readers. The fact that its reports on all coastal fields 
necessarily are more than a week ahead of any other similar 
publication makes its value more and more appreciated by the 
people who want to read their oil news before the new has 
worn off. 


2, 
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United States Would Patrol Gulf Closely 


Because probably 90 per cent of the fuel oil used by the 
Allies in their warships and other war machinery comes from 
Port Arthur, New Orleans, Tampico and Tuxpam, and _ be- 
cause, under international warfare rules, a submarine would 
have the right to land a raiding party at any American port, 
in case of war with Germany, and destroy oil refineries and 
disable oil fields, one of the most important duties of at least 
one section of the American Navy would be to patrol the 
Gulf of Mexico, should war be declared. 

For without American oil the Allies would be in an em- 
barrassing condition. Russian oil is cut off from their fleets, 
Roumania’s oil fields are in the hands of the Teutonic Al- 
lies, Oriental oil is too far away and too hard to get, and 
Scotland’s shale oil is but a drop in the big bucket. In- 
cidentally, the American Navy also looks to the Gulf for 
much of its oil and gasoline. 

It is understood that steps already have been taken by the 
big refineries of Texas and Louisiana to guard their prop- 
erty against incendiarism. The Standard Oil Company’s re- 
finery in South Louisiana already has discharged all Ger- 
mans, and has put a guard around the plant. The refineries 
in Texas have not taken that step. It is understood that they 
have confidence that what Germans are employed by them 
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will not resort to such acts and therefore will continue to 
employ them unless war actually is declared. However, it 
is understood that they have taken the precaution to establish 
heavier guards than usual around their plants at night. 

New York and Philadelphia are the chief American ports 
for war shipments of refined oil products, Port Arthur and 
New Orleans—chiefly the former—the chief ports of export 
for fuel oil. The safeguarding o the Caribbean Sea and the 
Gulf of Mexico will doubtless be a most important duty for 
this country. Being almost landlocked, so that ships passing 
through them must follow narrow lanes, these waters are, 
like the Mediterranean, particularly dangerous when _in- 
fested with undersea boats, although, on the other hand, these 
same conditions may tend to make it easy for the navy to 
hunt and destroy the submarines. 


Submarines in Gulf 

Only last week the captain of an American steam schooner, 
just arrived at Galveston from Guantanamo harbor, near 
which are the target grounds of the American Navy, re- 
ported that American naval officers put such faith in re- 
ports that a German submarine was in the Gulf of Mexico, 
that a steel net had been stretched across the entrance of 
the harbor and was opened only on orders of the naval of- 
ficer in charge. 

Reports that German submarines have been seen in the 
Gulf and in the Carribean Sea have been heard for several 
weeks, and no doubt have foundation. 

“The maintenance of the neutrality of Mexico and of Cen- 
tral American States and the protection of the Panama Ca- 
nal will also be an important factor in the safeguarding of 
the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean, says the Washington 
correspondent of the Midway Driller of California. The 
protection of the Tampico oil wells from attack, either by 
German submarines or by German reservists now in Mexico, 
would be one of the factors vital to the war, he continues. 
“If Germany once finds the United States definitely placed 
on the side of her active enemies so that there will be nothing 
for her to gain by a conciliatory attitude or by respect for 
the Monroe Doctrine, it might be easily seen that Germany 
would decide to raid and destroy the harbor, wharves, load- 
ing racks and storage at Tampico and Tuxpam. Submarines 
might be able to do this. While the submarines raided the 
harbors, Germans in Mexico might easily attack and de- 
stroy many wells. By co-operation with the submarines, able 
not only to enter and shell the unprotected harbor, but even 
able, perhaps, to penetrate up the Panuco River to some of 
the nearest wells, a terrific amount of damage might be done 
—enough to interfere seriously with oil experts at a critical 


time. Rights of Attack on Us 


“If war should be actually declared between the United 
States and the Central Powers, German submarines would 
have a lawful right, if able to do it, to enter harbors, de- 
stroy shipping facilities and anything in reach. If captured, 
the crews would have to be treated as prisoners of war only, 
and could be subjected to no penalty other than honorable 
detention to the end of the war or until exchanged. 

“If able to do so, it would be lawful for a submarine or 
other German ship to land a raiding party, the members of 
which wore uniforms, and destroy supplies, such as oil in 
storage, refineries, and any wells in reach. If captured, the 
raiders would have to be treated as prisoners of war only. 

“On the other hand, any persons in this country, bearing 
no commission from an enemy Government and wearing no 
uniform, who commits any act of violence whatever, would 
be subject to punishment as common criminals, or, under 
martial law, after trial by a military court, to suffer the death 
penalty.” 





, 
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A. V. Bourque, oil editor of the Tulsa Democrat, who is ip 
close touch with oil news from both Oklahoma and Kansas, 
is handling the news end of The Gulf Coast Oil News in 
the mid-continent field. His first correspondence appears in 
this issue. 
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Many Gas Wells Completed in Week 


A notable feature of the week’s development in the North 
Louisiana field was the unusual number of gas wells com- 
pleted in various parts of the field, some of them of more 
than usual importance. The Caddo Oil & Refining Com- 
pany brought in a good dry gasser on the Rogers lease in the 
Caddo field which will mean much to them in facilitating 
future operations in this territory. A scarcity of gas for fuel 
in this locality was about to necessitate the building of a 
new pipe line to connect with the main supply of the field, 
when Rogers 29, just west of Lewis, blew in with an initial 
volume estimated at 10,000,000 feet, but which later increased 
to 26,000,000 actual gauge. 


Man Killed by Gasser 


A 20,000,000-foot well was completed by the Hodges Oil 
Company on the Ward lease in Bossier Parish, in the Elm 
Grove district, which unfortunately resulted in the death of 
one of the drilling crew, R. E. Adger, of Belcher, who was 
instantly killed by being knocked from the derrick when the 
well blew in. 

In the Harts Island district, just south of Shreveport, the 
Arkansas Natural Gas Company completed a well on the 
Wilson lease, with a volume of 15,000,000 cubic feet; the 
Producers Oil Company completed a 1,000,000-foot well on 
the Leonard lease and the Atlas Oil Company brought in a 
well on the Country Home Association property making 3,- 
000,000 cubic feet. A test in new territory drilled by the 
Penn-Wyo Oil territory, three miles east of Oil City, on the 
Muslow lease, resulted in the completion of a 2,000,000-foot 
gas well and constitutes an important extension of the Caddo 
field. 

Completions Were Important 


Completions of-the week were of more than usual im- 
portance, not so much for size as for the amount of-terri- 
tory covered and the evidence of a resumption of activity in 
old districts which have long been idle. Completions were 
made in both the Crichton and Abington fields, the Gulf 
Refining Company getting a 100-barrel well on the Chris- 
topher lease in the east end of the Crichton field, and a 
50-barrel well on the Kennedy lease on the west side of the 
river, in the old Abington field. In the Grand Bayou dis- 
trict, which lies about half way between the Crichton dis- 
trict, in Red River, and the Naborton district, in De Soto 
Parish, the Producers Oil Company completed a 75-barrel 
well on the Hicks lease, the fifth producer completed on 
this lease since the discovery well was drilled in Septem- 
ber. In the Caddo field, most of the completions were made 
in the new territory south of Ferry Lake, the Caddo Oil & 
Refining Company getting a 70-barrel pumper in Loucks No. 
15, the first well completed by them on this lease since it 
was taken over from the Star Oil Company; the Amateur 
Oil Company got a 50-barrel well in Green No. 6, and the 
Producers Oil Company, a 20-barrel well in Teat No. 4. 
The Peerless Oil Company completed a 50-barrel well in 
Hammett No. 2, two miles east of Mooringsport, in one of 


the most important recent extensions of the field, and the 
Gulf Refining Company got a 30-barrel well on the Caddo 
Levee Board lease, northwest of Mooringsport. 

The average daily production of the week amounted to 
22,915 barrels, of which De Soto and Red River produced 
8,995 barrels and Caddo and Northeastern Texas, 13,920 bar- 
rels, 


Some Operations Discouraging 


Operations in the Bethany and Logansport districts, south 
of the Caddo field and along the Texas State line, have 
proved very discouraging of late, and hope of obtaining pay- 
ing production in this territory has been practically aban- 
doned. A number of wells have been drilled in both dis- 
tricts, which have produced a few barrels of high grade oil, 
but which lasted hardly long enough to be put to pumping. 
The Gulf Production Company has a small well on the Jer- 
nigan lease which it is arranging to pump, but three more 
wells have been abandoned in this locality during the past 
week. The Bethany Oil Company has finally abandoned its 
test on the Jernigan lease at a depth of 2,400 feet; the Pro- 
ducers Oil Company has abandoned the Furrh well at 3,300 
feet, and Wollf & Keen drilled to 2,700 feet in their test on 
the Louis Werner Saw Mill Company lease, and are pulling 
casing to abandon. The Oriole Oil Company has abandoned 
the Nash well in the Logansport field, a well originally 
started by the Phoenix Oil Company. 


In Grand Bayou District 


There is considerable new work being started in the Grand 
Bayou district, which lies partly in De Soto and partly in 
Red River Parish. The Gulf Refining Company is building 
derrick for Williams A-11, in Section 31-13-11, and has made 
locations for Williams C-11 and Williams C-12, and the Pro- 
ducers Oil Company also has made a new location on the 
Williams lease, where the recent completion of a 100-barrel 
well served to increase interest in the territory. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Company has two more wells ready to pump on 
the Hicks lease, and has two wells drilling on the Sample. 
T. B. Owens et al. are drilling No. 2 Nabors, and the Boggy 
Bayou Oil Company has rig up ready to drill on the De Moss 
lease. : : 

The Gulf Refining Company is operating extensively in 
the Crichton and Abington districts in Red River parish, 
and getting some good pumpers on its old leases. Drilling 
has been started on Kennedy 19 in Section 23-13-11; Mars- 
ton 28, Section 14-13-11, is drilling at 1,375 feet; Natalie 
A-21, Section 27-13-11, is drilling at 2,500 feet; Robinson 28, 
Section 25-11-13 has set 6linch at 2,400 feet, and the well on 
the Selsor Abington Land & Development Company lease in 
Section 24-13-11, is down 500 feet. 


Lower Red River Parish 


South of the Red River field, a number of interesting tests 
are being made which extends across Natchitoches in the 
middle of Winn Parish. The Lake End Oil & Gas Company 
has 6-inch casing set in the Merriweather & Hearne well 
in lower Red River Parish; the Producers Oil Company has 
set 6-inch in the Griggsby well in Natchitoches Parish, and 
just across the line, in Winn Parish, the A. J. Yoke Oil & 
Gas Company is down 1,400 feet in Giddens No. 1, near 
Saline Lake. Just west of Winnfield, the Pardee Oil Com- 
pany is drilling on the Gee lease, at 2,700 feet. 

In the northeast corner of the State, there is considerable 
interest being taken in developments in the Bastrop-Monroe 
territory, which has recently extended into adjoining par- 
ishes. The Commercial Oil & Gas Company has made a lo- 
cation for Austin No. 1, eight miles north of Monroe, and 





Sunshine§pecial 


ALL STEEL TRAIN 
DE LUXE 





2234 Hours from Houston 

2414 Hours from Galveston 

26 Hours from San Antonio 
2334 Hours from Austin J 


Connects in Union Station with all Noon Day Fast Trains 
for Chicago and New York 





TO 


St. Louis 























10 GULF COAST OIL NEWS 


the Ouachita Natural Gas & Oil Company is drilling at 1,850 
feet in Smith No. 2, 12 miles north of Monroe. The More- 
house Oil & Gas Company got salt water in the Crossett 
Lumber Company well, but will case it off and drill deeper. 
The Gulf Refining Company has started a test on the Bur- 
roughs Land Company lease in Section 24-15-4, Caldwell 
Parish, and the Standard Oil Company is rigging up to drill 
Richardson No. 1, Section 33-19-10, near Delhi, in Dest Car- 
roll Parish. 

In the Bossier field, the Atlas Oil Company has started 
drilling on the Franklin Realty Company lease in the east 
end of the Elm Grove district, now a recognized oil terri- 
tory; the Hodges Oil Company is arranging to pump Mar- 
shall No. 1; the Producers Oil Company is drilling Kauf- 
man No. 1 at 250 feet, and the Standard Oil Company is 
down 850 feet in Raines No. 1. A little west of present pro- 
duction, the Gulf Refining Company has abandoned Curtis 
No. 1, but has 800 feet of oil in the hole of Hodges No. 2, 
with considerable water, and in the north end of Bossier 
Parish, a test made by the Bodcau Oil & Development Com- 
pany on the Bellevue Land Company lease, has been aban- 
doned at 2,500 feet. 

ast of Bossier, in Webster Parish, a test is being made 
by W. H. Baker, on the Crichton lease in Section 23-18-10, 
which is now down 1,750 feet, and still further east, in Clai- 
borne Parish, the Atlas- Oil Company is down 220 feet in 
a test on the Moore lease in Section 22-21-7. 


7 
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Petroleum Discovered in America in 1629 


The first reference to the discovery of petroleum in Ameri- 
ca was contained in a letter written in 1629 by Joseph de la 
Roche d’Allion, a French missionary working among the In- 
dians. He had crossed the Niagara River and made his way 
southward through Western New York into Northern Penn- 
sylvania, where he found a spring from which oil flowed. 
This oil was highly esteemed by the Indians for medicinal 
uses. 

The letter of the priest was published in 1632 in Sagard’s 
“Histoire du Canada.” This oil spring was probably identical 
with the one deseribed by the Massachusetts Magazine in 
1789: 

“In the northern part of Pennsylvania there is a creek 
called Oil Creek, which empties into the Allegheny River. It 
issues from a spring on the top of which flots an oil similar 
to that called Barbados tar and from which one may gather 
several gallons a day. The troops sent to guard the western 
posts halted at the same spring, collected some of the oil 
and bathed their joints with it. This gave them great relief 
from the rheumatism with which they were afflicted.’—New 
York World. 


— ao ponnetanatamenn 


Black Cat Not in Turtle’s Class 


How an Oklahoma operator, to kill a “hoodoo,” lost a 
day’s time in drilling a well in order to get a turtle and put 
it in a bucket of water over the spot where a black cat had 
been killed by getting mixed up with the bull wheel, illus- 
trates what effect “hunches” and “hoodoos” have on many 
operators’ minds. 

The well in question, near Okmulgee, was down past sand 
depth and no sand had been encountered. When the operator 
visited the well and found the sand lacking at the usual 
depth he know that “something” was wrong. The hole was 
“hoodooed” for fair! 

Making a search of the premises the operator found a black 
cat mangled and dead, lying beneath the derrick floor. Drill- 
ers sheepishly admitted the feline got mixed up in the bull 
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wheel, just about the time sand should have been reached. 
Figuring that the damage was already done, the operator 
began to figure out a way in which this “spell” could be 
broken. Calling on an old Indian who was something less 
than 100 years old, this operator crossed the native’s palm 
with silver, explained his mission and inquired for informa- 
tion that would lead him to an antidote for a black cat 
hoodoo. This old Indian advised the operator to secure a 
certain kind of a turtle and place this coup artist in a pail 
of water just at the spot where the black cat lay dead. 

At the loss of a day’s time for the whole crew, a turtle 
answering the necessary description was secured and the in- 
structions of the old Indian carried out faithfully. 

Drilling was. resumed. In the next ten feet the drill hit 
oil sand and a 200-barrel oil well resulted. Some turtle! 

Here is another “hunch” story from Oklahoma. William 
Mazey, superintendent of the Livingston Oil Corporation, is 
the man who had the “hunch” and it saved him several hun- 
dred good barrels of oil. It happened only a short while ago, 
when Mazey had a hunch that there was a well due at the 
location where he was drilling in the southwest corner of the 
northwest quarter of 33-17-13 and at 1,705 feet he shut down. 
Upon inquiry from Mr. Will Livingston as to why he (Mazey) 
quit drilling, Bill replied, “I have a hunch that we’re going 
to get a gusher, and before I drill another foot, I want 6-250 
barrel tanks and a big gun barrel tank, and a six-inch line 
connected.” Mr. Livingston tried to persuade Mazey that all 
this is mere superstition, but after seeing that Mazey was 
steadfast in his requests he submitted to his demands. 

Tuesday morning as Mr. Mazey resumed drilling and as 
his “hunch” of a gusher took hold of various members of 
the Livingston Oil Corporation, they went to the well. Will 
Livingston asked for Mr. Mazey, who was missing, and after 
a search he was found binding the gun barrel tank with 
cable and strong cordage. 

To tell the result seems to be as the end of a fairy tale, 
but it is one which will long be remembered by those who 
saw the spectacle. At 1,722 the sand was reached, the well 
started at 35 barrels an hour. After drilling a few feet more 
the well is now making over 100 barrels an hour and it is 
only the many tanks and the cable and the powerful pumps 
of the Sinclair Pipe Line Company and the “hunch” of Bill 
Mazey that is keeping the oil from being wasted. 
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Mule as Divining Rod Is Latest 


Colonel FE. H. R. Green, son of the late Hetty Green, and 
now head of the Hetty Green interests, used a distinctly 
original method in locating for a wildcat test in Hunt County 
several months ago, according to a story told by his friends. 

Friends of the Colonel inquired of him as to why he had 
decided to locate his test in the designated district, and asked 
him who was his geologist. To show them how he was going 

» “locate” he invited them to accompany him to the place. 

When the field where the magic oil which was attracting 
the Colonel’s money was reached, the friends were surprised 
to see Colonel Green bring up an old mule and give him a 
slam with a fence picket. : 

“There’s where I’m going to locate my well,” said the 
Colonel when the mule had stopped running. No reports 
from the test recently have mentioned a well being brought 
in, as yet. 
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The Cowley County poor farm, located near Winfield, 
Kansas, may earn a change in name. The oil rights to the 
150 acres of the farm have been leased for $6,000 and one- 
eighth royalty, and the persons taking the lease will begin 
drilling immediately. 
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Bixby’s Latest Completion 150 Barrels Per Hour 


Tulsa, Okla., Feb. 21 (Special Wire to Gulf Coast Oil 
News).—The third well of the Cosden Oil & Gas Company, 
in Section 32-17-13, Bixby field, started off at the rate of 150 
barrels an hour Wednesday afternoon, it being the largest 
well to date in the new extension. 

Vaughn and associates have a well making 250 barrels in 
Section 34-18-10, which is causing a lot of interest at this 
time. 
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Production Down; Pipe Lines Increasing 
3y A. V. Bourque 

Mid-Continent Bureau, Tulsa, Okla., Feb. 22—The produc- 
tion of the Mid-Continent field, i. e., Kansas and Oklahoma, 
is now but a little more than 260,000 barrels daily, the small- 
est it has been for several years, or since the Cushing field 
became the great factor in the oil business it did. That 
field, ance making 325,000 barrels actual production and 
525,000 barrels potential production, is now making but 72,000 
barrels and slipping fast. 

The Butler County (Kansas) fields, Eldorado and Augusta, 
once looked upon as menaces to the market and used by the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company to break the market last July, 
are now making but 50,000 barrels daily and the worst is yet 
to come. Water, from which no by-products have yet been 
obtained, is rapidly encroaching on the oil and these fields, 
unless some new extensions are shortly opened, will almost 
cease to be a factor in the individual field production of the 
Mid-Continent district. 

The Healdton field is also feeling the effect of the shrink- 
age in production and that field is making 55,000 barrels. 
The balance of the fields’ production comes from the old 
fields of Kansas and Oklahoma, with Osage County making 
about 30,000 barrels. . 

While not keeping pace with the falling off in production, 
the pipe lines in Oklahoma are increasing at a rapid rate. 
It is this situation that makes it appear as though there 
would soon be an oil famine in this part of the country 
with the oil going to the highest bidder. — 


Sinclair Pipe Line Surveying 


In addition to the pipe lines already established, the inde- 
pendent refiners are purchasing upwards of 125,000 barrels 
daily, making a total of better than 400,000 barrels pipe line 
capacity at this time. In addition the Sinclair-Cudahy Pipe 
Line Company is building an 8-inch line to Whiting, Indi- 
ana, and is surveying for an 8-inch line to Houston, Texas. 
The Roxana Petroleum Company is building an 8-ingh line 
from the Healdton field to the Cushing district and is sur- 
veying for a 10-inch line from Cushing to St. Louis, Missouri. 
The Pierce Oil Corporation is building a line from the 
Healdton field to its Fort Worth refinery and The Texas 
Company is building an 8-inch line from the Healdton field 
to Sherman, Texas. The Prairie Oil & Gas Company is 
looping its lines from Oklahoma to Whiting, Indiana. The 


barrels, which, added to the present capacity, means a total 
of 460,000 barrels daily. 


Full Supply Not in Sight 


To fill these lines will take more than 200,000 barrels addi- 
tional than is being produced at this time. That much new 
oil is not in sight nor is the potential production of the Mid- 
Continent field enough to supply that increase and hold the 
present production even. 

The producer is sitting back enjoying the prospect. Hé 
sees a scramble for oil in the near future which will mean 
an increased price for his product. For the first time in 
the history of this field he is coming into his own. 





Four Fields Occupied Most Attention 
By A. V. Bourque 


Mid-Continent Bureau, Tulsa, Okla., Feb. 22—Four fields 
have occupied the attention of the producers of the Mid- 
Continent field to the almost exclusion of the other fields of 
this district, namely, Billings, Paden, Bixby and Leonard, 
with Billings field still holding first place in point of interest, 
although the Bixby field leads in the matter of new pro- 
duction. 

The well of the Mid-Continent Petroleum Company, in 
Section 22-23-2 West, near Billings, the “most advertised” 
well in Oklahoma, while failing to live up to its early prom- 
ises, still is the hub around which the interest of the talent 
revolves. Located on a promising anticline, it showed for a 
big well and hopes of the owners, as well as acreage holders 
in the district, were high. The well had made several small 
flows and had been shut in awaiting the erection of tankage. 
It was confidently expected it would make a big well when 
opened, but a leaking casing, which flooded it with salt wa- 
ter, acted as an effectual brake on the well’s activity and a 
new string of casing had to be set with the attendant delay 
in the well’s completion. 

At this writing the hole is being bailed, and if the casing 
is found to be tight, the well will be drilled in this week. 
Its depth, 2,135 feet, makes it appear as though the oil is 
coming from the Ponca City sand. Heretofore this sand has 
been of little value, but a number of sands which have not 
been very prolific in some fields, have thickened up in others 
and make profitable wells. This may be the case of the Ponca 
City sand. 

The test was started for the Bartlesville sand, which is 
expected to be found at 3,800 feet, and if the upper sand is 
dry there is still a chance for the lower pay. 


In the Bixby Pool 


The newer developments in the old Bixby field have been 
extremely profitable and a new extension has been found 
which, even if it is of small area, will prove to be exceedingly 
rich in production. J. S. Cosden, Henry Greis and Frank 
Billingslea opened the pool several weeks ago by drilling a 
well in the southeast quarter of Section 32-17-13, the well 
starting off at the rate of 300 barrels. Billingslea sold his 
interest to the others, retaining a forty-acre tract, offsetting 
his old lease. The second well of Cosden & Greis started off 
at the rate of 80 barrels natural and is still making better 
than 30 barrels an hour. 

The Gypsy Oil Company then drilled a well in the south- 
west corner of the northwest quarter of Section 33-17-13, 
which started off at 700 barrels natural. John Markham, Jr., 
completed a well in the new pool, which was good for 300 
barrels natural, and the Livingston Oil Company drilled in 
its first well, offsetting on the north the Gypsy Oil Com- 
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pany’s well, which started off at the rate of 75 barrels an 
hour and is still making 900 barrels daily natural. 

A number of tests are drilling and the pool will be thor- 
oughly proved within the next two weeks. 

The Leonard pool, like the Bixby pool, has been producing 
for many months. It had been thoroughly proved and de- 
fined and it was thought no lower pay existed. The test 
of H. F. Wilcox and Henry Greis disproved this theory, and 
as the result, the Leonard field will also be redrilled to a 
large extent. 

This new well is making about 600 barrels, and in both 
the Bixby and Leonard instances, the deeper sand has yielded 
larger wells than did the upper. The same condition pre- 
vails generally all over Oklahoma and no wildcat test is now 
started in any locality which expects to stop much under 
3,500 feet. 

Paden, The Panic Producer 


Paden, the district which occupied the attention of the 
fraternity for over a year, the district which was used by the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company (Standard Oil) as a club over 
the heads of the producers to beat the price down, is again 
to the fore with a well which ts reported to have showed a lot 
of gas but which is claimed to have been drilled into salt 
water. It is in Section 17-12-7, a half mile northeast of the 
old well. 

The Paden Oil & Gas Company (C. H. Cameron and asso- 
ciates) leased a lot of land several years ago in that district 
and gave the Prairie Oil & Gas Company a half interest in 
the company for drilling a well. The test was made and 
showed a lot of oil. It was in the days when Cushing, which 
had broken the market to 40 cents per barrel, was ebbing 
and the Prairie used the threat of drilling in the Paden well 
for months in a successful effort to keep the price down. 
The field was reported as a second Cushing, and for many 
months the oil men of this country were afraid to ask for 
more money for their oil, as it was believed that a real well 
had been found in the Paden field. When the well was 
finally opened it was found that it practically had no value. 


Claims Prairie Ruined Well 


Mr. Cameron, however, has gone into the courts to prove 
that the well was purposely ruined. He makes serious charges 
against the Prairie Oil & Gas Company officials. He claims 
the well would have made a big producer. It had every ear- 
mark, and he claims to have proof that the well would have 
been a real oil well had it not been jockeyed with. This 
well has stood in the same condition for several years. It 
was never abandoned. About two months ago some one, in 
the night, went out and broke the lock off the gate valve and 
the well flowed all over the country. Many witnesses were 
present, and it looks like Mr. Cameron has the best of the 
argument. As to the Prairie’s claim that the second well, 
just completed, was drilled into salt water, Mr. Cameron 
claims that the hole was full of water from a leaking casing 
when they drilled through the cap rock and the well would 
therefore look like it was drilled into the water. It is an in- 
teresting situation and the sympathy of the producers are 
with Mr. Cameron. 

In Osage County 

The Sand Springs Orphans Home Oil & Gas Company has 
a well in Osage County which looks like a real producer, but 
under the terms of the lease, granted for gas privileges only, 
the oil will revert to the Osage Indians. 

The Sand Springs Orphans Home is a Charles Page insti- 
tution, founded and supported by Mr. Page of Tulsa, Okla- 
homa. It is the only orphans’ home in the world that is self- 
supporting, as Mr. Page has endowed it with the revenue 
from the town of Sand Springs, the Sand Springs Electric 
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Railway and numerous other sources of income. The Home’s 
Oil & Gas Company has a number of gas wells on its prop- 
erty and the revenue from such is large. 


Western Boundary the Limit 


The development of Oklahoma can no longer be said to be 
on the east side of the State. Up to about a year ago there 
was no development and very little leasing going on in the 
territory west of the Blackwell field. Today practically the 
entire northwestern part of Oklahoma, the entire west-central 
and the southwest portions are not only under lease but 
tests by the hundreds are being made. As geology has 
played an all important part in this extensive development, 
and many promising anticlines are being drilled, it would 
not be out of line to predict that some of these tests will 
open pools of paying quantities. 

As an instance of how far the development has extended 
westward it is only necessary to state that a rig has been 
moved in at Woodward, over 200 miles from the discovery 
well of the State at Bartlesville. Leases have been taken 
and tests contracted for even more westerly than Woodward, 
and spring will find the wildcatter so far from his native 
haunts that he never will become domesticated again. 


Old Jenks District 


The old Jenks district furnished another thrill when Ross & 
Flanagan completed a well which has all the earmarks of a 
500-barrel producer. It is in Section 36-18-12. 

The test of H. F. Wilcox, in Section 1-16-13, is showing 
for a good well. It is showing 5,000,000 feet of gas and 
spraying a lot of oil. 

In the Morris field the Prairie Oil & Gas Company com- 
pleted a well good for 300 barrels in Section 20-14-14, on 
the H. M. Hagerson farm. The company is starting No. 3 
on the same lease. 

The Mid-Continent test at Billings, Oklahoma, in Section 
22-23-2 West, had the packer break loose and the 8-inch 
casing will having to be reset. This means that nothing will 
be known as to the well’s ability for at least another week. 





Wildcatting on an Immense Scale 
By A. V. Bourque 

Mid-Continent Bureau, Tulsa, Okla., Feb. 23—The great- 
est campaign of wildcatting that the country has ever seen 
is on at this time. But as great as this campaign is and 
so widely are the drilling operations scattered, the results 
are pitifully small. And the wildcatters are leaving a string 
of dry holes in their wake that is appalling when the cost of 
drilling these failures is taken into consideration. 

Scattered from the most westerly portion of Kansas to the 
southwesterly part of Oklahoma, tests are going down. Ge- 
ology, which has played such an important part in the de- 
velopment of these two States the past year, has decreed that 
there are anticlines and where there are anticlines there are 
oil men to drill them. 


All Tests to Go 3,500 Feet 


As has been stated, however, the results of completed tests 
are all out of proportion with the amount of money ex- 
pended on these tests. A few years ago a test was consid- 
ered sufficiently deep if it was drilled to 1,500 or 1,800 feet 
at the lowest. Today, no tests in wildcat territory are being 
started which will stop short of 3,500 feet. And in many 
instances the tests are being contracted for to a depth of 
4,000 feet or deeper. 

Where a well could be drilled for the sum of $2,500 to 
3,000 feet a few years ago, the tests today in the western part 
of the State will run closer to $25,000, and in many -instances 
the cost runs closer to $50,000. An instance of this can be 
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seen in the test of the Fortuna Oil Company in Section 
5-22-3 East, north of Morrison, which to date has cast 
$62,000, and the end is not yet. This well showed some oil 
in a lime sand found at 3,890 feet; it was drilled to 3,994 
feet and is the deepest well in the State to show oil. How- 
ever, it will be plugged back to the 3,890-foot sand and will 
be shot. 
Cost Is Calling Halt 


It is for this reason that the wildcatter is beginning to call 
a halt. Oil at $1.70, when compared to cost of drilling, is not 
an attractive proposition. And it is for this reason, more 
than any other, that an advance in the market is imminent. 
Today labor, material, cost of acreage, to say nothing of 
taxes, makes wildcatting almost a prohibitive thing. The 
history of the oil business in the past has been, when the 
production falls off, the purchasing companies raise the price 
to stimulate drilling. In Oklahoma and Kansas it has not 
been necessary for the purchasing companies to do this. The 
wildcatter has gone wild on wildcatting. But he is coming 
to a realization of his position, and when this campaign is 
ended it will be safe to say that it will take an extremely 
high market to get him started again. 





Would Lower Gross Production Tax 
By A. V. Bourque 


Mid-Continent Bureau, Tulsa, Okla., Feb. 23—Oil pro- 
ducers of Oklahoma and Kansas are in the throes of a des- 
perate fight to overcome unjust oil taxation, the legislatures 
of those two States evidently being determined to tax the oil 
industry out of existence. 

At this time there is a bill in the Oklahoma Legislature 
to raise the gross production tax from three to four per cent, 
and in Kansas bills as high as ten’ cents per barrel are being 
talked. 

The truth of the matter is, oil men are taxed all out of 
reason, and the efforts to add to their burdens along this 
line, for once has found the oil men ready to defend them- 
selves. Heretofore the oil man has been content to let the 
State take what it pleased. They have never maintained a 
lobby and have never had a concerted plan of action to fight 
excessive taxation. 

However, the effort to raise the tax at this time met with 
instant response and the oil men have a strong lineup at 
Oklahoma City, not only to fight the proposed increase but 
to get the tax lowered to two percent, if possible. a 

The issue is in doubt. Governor Williams has publicly 
declared that he will veto any bill altering the present rate. 
The Legislature is determined to put it up. The oil men are 
determined to have it reduced. And there you are. 

In Kansas the oil men are fighting the matter right from 
the jump. They have sent representatives and many peti- 
tions to the Legislature. They will have the advantage of 
not having to fight an established custom and will very 
likely get a rate which they will be glad and willing to pay. 





Mid-Continent Bureau, Tulsa, Okla., Feb. 23—To own an 
oil well and not to own it is the position of the Sand Springs 
Orphans Home Oil & Gas Company, which recently com- 
pleted a well in Osage County and which, under the terms 
of the lease, reverts to the Osage tribe. 

The lease was granted to the Sand Springs Orphans Home 
as a gas right. In developing the lease for gas, a well which 
will make about ten barrels of oil, was found. The superin- 
tendent of the Home is awaiting instructions from the Indian 
Agency at Pawhuska, Oklahoma, for disposition of the well. 

The Osage Indians, numbering 2,229, are the richest people 
per capita in the world. They own Osage County, amount- 


ing to 1,440,000 acres, in fee, buying the land from the Chero- 
kees many years ago. The Osages had previously sold their 
Kansas holdings to the Government, and after the purchase 
of the Cherokee land, had $8,500,000 left, which is on deposit 
with the Government, bearing interest. This interest, com- 
bined with the royalties received from their oil, grazing and 
agriculture leases, which are paid quarterly, means a big 
annual income for every man, woman and child on the roll. 

The Osages, while blanket Indians, are for the most part 
fairly well educated, live in good homes and enjoy all the 
comforts of civilization. They are governed by a principal 
chief, assistant principal chief, and eight members of the 
Osage National Council. The council is composed of five 
half bloods and three full bloods. The council, together 
with the secretary of the interior, have full charge of the 
business of the tribe. All the royalties are distributed equally 
between all the Indians on the roll. 
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Tulsa as She Was in “Gunmen” Days 


The Tulsa of the day when bad men reigned and shot the 
buttons off of inoffensive men’s coats as fast as they could 
have tailors sew ’em on, is described in a postal card re- 
ceived by The Gulf Coast News from Henry R. Schulz, who 
is in Tulsa as the manager of the Oklahoma branch of The 
Gulf Coast Oil News. The reader is to judge as to how 
long the “Old” Tulsa has been buried. The scenario follows: 


In Old Tulsa 


We're down here in old Tulsa 
Where you never have the blues; 
Where the bandits steal the jitneys 
And the Marshals steal the booze. 
Where buildings horn the skyline, 
Where the populace is boost, 

Where they shoot men just for pastime, 
Where the chickens never roost; 
Where the stickup men are wary 
And the bullets fall like hail; 
Where each pocket has a pistol 

And each pistol’s good for jail; 
Where they always hang the jury, 
Where they never hang a man; 

If you call a man a liar, you 

Get home the best you can; 

Where you get up in the morning 
In a world of snow and sleet 

And you come home in the evening 
Suffocating in the heat; 

Where the jitneys whiz around you 
And the street cars barely creep; 
Where the burglars pick your pockets 
While you “lay me down to sleep”; 
Where the Bulldogs all have rabies, 
And the rabbits they have fleas; 
Where the big girls like the wee ones 
Wear their dresses to their knees; 
Where you whist out in the morning 
Just to give your health a chance, 
Say “Howdy” to some fellows who 
Shoots big holes in your pants; 
Where wise owls are afraid to hoot 
And birds don’t dare to sing— 

For it’s hell down here in Tulsa 
Where they all shoot on the wing. 
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New Gas for Dallas and Fort Worth 
Tulsa, Okla., Feb. 22—Dallas and Fort Worth, where so 
much complaint was made regarding the failure of natural 
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gas during extremely cold weather earlier in the year, will 
get much of their gas from a new field in the future. The 
Lone Star Gas Company, which supplies both of the cities 
with natural gas, has opened up a new field in the southern 
part of Oklahoma. 

The company’s new well is in the Loco field, South Okla- 
homa, and it is good for about 25,000,000 feet of gas. 

Four million feet was found at 480 feet, 12,000,000 feet was 
found at 810 feet and 12,000,000 feet was found at 860 feet. 
The company will build a line from Petrolia, Texas, to the 
Loco field to give Fort Worth and Dallas a part of the gas 
from the new field. 

On the Mattie Morris farm, in Section 28-2-3, near Fox, 
Oklahoma, where the Gypsy Oil Company developed a 35,- 
000,000-foot gas well, which it has endeavored to “mud off” 
and deepen, the heavy gas pressure has effectually prevented 
every effort to shut it off. The company may have to aban- 
don its efforts to deepen this test. 
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Blackfeet Indian Reservation Oil Report 

Washington, Feb. 21—The widespread interest in the de- 
velopment of the oil and gas resources of the country gives 
a forthcoming report on a Montana area of special value 
to oil prospectors in that state. 

A report on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation just issued 
by the Geological Survey of the Department of the Interior 
as a result of field work first undertaken for the Office of 
Indian Affairs describes the geology of the southward exten- 
sion of the Calgary field of Alberta, Canada. The reserva- 
tion is underlain by the same formations that have yielded 
small quantities of oil and gas in the Calgary field. The re- 
port points out the general similarity of the two regions 
and discusses the geologic facts upon which an intelligent 
search for oil and gas in the reservation must be based. To 
this end it describes in detail about thirteen anticlines and 
structural terraces, points out favorable or unfavorable fea- 
tures in each, and indicates the most advantageous places 
for drilling and the depths at which the possibly productive 
sands may be reached. 

The sandstones in the lower part of the Colorado shale 
and the underlying Kootenai formation are believed to be 
the only sources of oil and gas in this region. Although 
there are no known surface indications of oil and gas within 
the reservation, recent discoveries have demonstrated the 
presence of petroleum and petroleum residues in the lower 
part of the Colorado shale in an area adjoining the reser- 
vation on the south. There it was found that a body of shale 
about 50 feet thick, in the lower part of the Colorado, is pet- 
troliferous over a considerable area. Small samples of this 
shale yielded on distillation about two gallons of oil to the 
ton, and thin beds of limestone intercalated in the shale are 
impregnated with a soft tarry bitumen. These facts, to- 
gether with the known occurrence of oil and gas in the Colo- 
rado shale in Alberta and of seeps from the same shale in 
northern Montana, lead io the belief that oil and gas may 
occur in some of the areas of most favorable structure in 
the Blackfeet Indian reservation. Eugene Stebinger, the au- 
thor of the report, believes that the chances of success in 
the reservation are sufficient to warrant careful and system- 
atic drilling. 
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Oil Material Feature in Wyoming Finances 

The rapid development of the oil industry was the out- 
standing feature of Wyoming’s industrial year. Of the to- 
tal revenue from mineral resources of $55,818,049, nearly 
three-fourths, namely, $50,150,000, came from oil. The state’s 
output was 8,030,000 barrels of the refined value of $5.00 per 
barrel. This was an increase over 1915 of 2,030,000 barrels 
and of $10,150,000 in value. At the end of 1916 development 
is in progress in more than 30 oil fields scattered through- 
out the state, 23,000 barrels of refined oil is being produced 
daily and improvements are in progress or authorized which 
will double the refined output. The maximum daily output 
of the wells brought in is several times the capacity of the 
available refineries and hundreds of wells from which sup- 
plies might be derived are not producing. The most notable 
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oil discoveries during 1916 were those of the Big Muddy 
dome in Converse and Natrona Counties and the Lost Sol- 
dier dome in Carbon County. Feverish activity in the de- 
velopment of these fields, and of other new fields, is in pro- 
gress at the end of the year. 

2 


———-+¢ 
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Mexican Government Relieves Tension 

American and other foreign operators owning oil con- 
cessions in Mexico are much relieved by new laws framed 
by the de facto Government’s department of fomento whereby 
legitimate concessions to oil companies obtained under the 
Governments of Presidents Madero and Diaz will be re- 
spected. Oil men had feared that their rights to the con- 
cessions might be contested or that they might have to seek 
renewals. , 








Oil Strainers 
Packers and Fittings 


Patents 
Pending 





Layne Layne Ratchet 
Setting Tool Lead Seal 


MANUFACTURED AND SOLD BY 


Layne & Bowler Co. 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Field Agents: 


HUMBLE IRON WORKS, Humble, Texas 
HUMBLE IRON WORKS, Goose Creek, Texas 
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Cold Weather Retards Operations 


Cold weather continues to retard field operations in most 
of the Eastern districts. Many of the operators had made 
preparations to start new work, when another cold snap 
came along and caused vexatious delay, with the result that 
those who were ready have decided to do nothing until 
weather conditions are more favorable. Another obstacle in 
the way of extension work is the scarcity of rig builders, and 
those who have contracts are in no hurry to complete them, 
for the reason that it is not likely to get away from them. 
In all districts throughout the Eastern territory late com- 
pletions are of small importance or such as to cause passing 
interest. 





West Virginia 
Marion County 
F. W. Bartlett drilled No. 6, Z. E. Batson farm, through 
the 30-foot sand and got a duster. This test is located in 
the Dents Run pool, in the Mannington district. In the same 
district, and on the same stream, Bonwell & Blackshere have 
completed a test on the W. S. Straight farm, and have a 30- 
foot gasser. The South Penn Oil Company is due in the 
sand at No. 7 on the M. M. Kendall, and Ashcroft & Com- 
pany also are due in the sand within a few days on the 
James H. Batson farm. All the above tests are in the Man- 
nington district. 
Doddridge County 
The Hope Natural Gas test on the L. D. Nicholson farm 
is dry in the Big Injun, on Indian Fork, New Milton dis- 
trict. It is drilling to the Gordon sand. In the same district 
the same company is due in the sand at tests on the Mary 
A, Nicholson and Florence farms. 


Kanawha County 
In the Elk district, on Pineh Creek, the South Penn” Oil 
Company has completed and shot No. 8, F. G. Woody. For 
the first 24 hours it produced about 25 barrels. The same 
company is drilling No. 11 on the same farm. Throughout 


this district all producing wells have fallen below 100 barrels 
a day. : 





Southeastern Ohio 
Morgan County 
KE. W. Pitts & Company, operating near Stockport, 
completed No. 11 on the John Mercer farm. It is good for 
about 25 barrels in the Cow Run sand. It is 2,000 feet east 


of production and is the best producer completed in that 
district in several months. 


have 





Southwest Pennsylvania 


The Manufacturers Light and Heat Company’ s well on 
the Adam Miller, in the Aleppo townsite, is standing full of 
oil, but hasn’t enough gas to make it flow. 


It will not be 
drilled deeper. 


The oil developed from the fourth sand. 

In West Virginia, just across the State line, the Carnegie 
Natural Gas Company has two light pumpers on an adjoining 
farm. There are several Gordon gas wells in the vicinity 
of the Adam Miller test. 


‘2 
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Martin No Longer Bothered By Hoppers 
Some years ago, Says an exchange, Andrew Martin pur- 
chased for a few hundred dollars an 80- acre farm in Kansas. 
Grasshoppers, drouth and other things kept on doing busi- 








ness in the usual way and Martin was forced to become a 
“simple-life”’ devotee. Then came the oil. He has been 
gathering in royalty money for some time and the other day 
disposed of the oil rights on his property for $80,000. Mar- 
tin doesn’t care now whether the grasshoppers eat crops or 
not. 2, 


* 


American Tanker Braves Sub Zone 

Wilmington, Del., Feb. 18—The tanker “Gold Shell,” be- 
longing to the Royal Dutch Shell Company of California, 
has sailed for London with a cargo of oil. 

The tanker will run the submarine blockade and hopes to 
get through as it did before. However, the last trip was 
made before the Kaiser announced the resumption of un- 
dersea warfare without restriction against neutrals 
as belligerents. 

The Gold Shell flys the American flag and was built for 
California coastwise trade, but is now under charter to one 
of the other companies of the Royal Dutch Shell combine. 


7 
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California Man Gets Texas Leases 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20.—S. J. Dunlop (Sam), pioneer oil 
operator in the west side fields of Kern County returned 
from Webster County, Texas, where he has secured leases 
on several thousand acres of prospective oil land. He states 
that oil indications are very numerous, the oil appearing at 
various points in water wells. The country is broken and 
barren and is located about 265 miles east of El Paso. 


7 
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One of the curiosities in the Augusta oil fields is the Pur- 
cell Lane, a strip of land twenty feet wide and a quarter of 
a mile long. The title to this strip of land was overlooked 
and bought in for a song by two men who developed a well 
and then sold out for something like $75,000. This strip is 
now the property of the Van Arsdale-Marshall Oil and Gas 
Company, which announces that it will drill four more oil 
wells on the strip and put a gas well between every two oil 
wells. 
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OIL AND GAS WELL 
SUPPLIES 


‘‘Tropenas’’ 


Patent Steel Fish Tail Bit, 
Grip Rings, Rotary Shoes, Slide Tongs, etc. 


“‘Vanadium’’ 


Cast Iron Sprockets, and Casing Heads, 
Grey Iron, Steel and Semi-Steel, 
Brass Castings. 


Forgings 


For Drill Collars, Rotary Shoes, etc. 


Manufacturers and Sales Agents for 
Decker 20\4-inch Dove-Tail Post Rotary. 
Complete Rotaries and Repair 
Parts Carried in Stock 


De Soto Foundry & Machine Co. 


(LIMITED) 


MANSFIELD, LOUISIANA 
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California Field Report 


Brea Canyon No. 29, the phenomenal shallow producer 
that caused such a stir in local oil circles, has fallen off 
quite a little in production. The well is now making 300 
barrels. The gas output is around 50,000 cubic feet a day. 
Drilling at No. 30 is under way at 175 feet, says the Progress. 

Columbia shows an active development card for the week. 
No. 26 in the Olinda district is now drilling at better than 
2,400 feet. The tubing is being put into No. 27, the well will 
be put to producing before the end of the week. 

No. 28 is drilling and showing encouragingly. 

Fullerton is having a little difficulty with No. 10; 3,460 feet 
has been reached with cable tools and at this depth pipe 
troubles have developed. 

Olinda, while drilling only two wells, is meeting with un- 
usual success on both. Olinda Land No. 17 is down 2,630 
feet and is looking good. No. 18 has reached 2,030 feet and 
is going along nicely. 

Standard has six wells drilling on the Emery lease, Nos. 
28, 29, 30, 31 and 32. All six wells drilling range from 2,900 
to 3,300 feet. The six wells are all pretty close as to depth 
and will finish at about the same time. 

Murphy, the Standard’s banner property in the local field, 
has six wells drilling. These wells vary from 3,600 to 4,000 
feet. A very remarkable fact is that of the six strings of 
tools operating, five of them are fishing jobs. The great 
depth of the holes and the difficulties encountered in the 
formation are the causes of the troubles. 

Whittier No. 41 is drilling at 2,825 feet. No. 42 is drilling. 
No. 44 was completed a few days ago at 2,164 feet. The well 
is a very small producer, doing only seven barrels a day of 
13%4 gravity oil. No. 46 has also been completed, but con- 
tinues to produce a great deal more water than oil. No. 47 
is drilling at 700 feet. No. 48 has a new rig ready to com- 
mence work. 

At Dominguez the Standard is drilling by casing at 2,800 
feet. On the Savage the Standard has 12 and 14 drilling. 
On the Fidelity, No. 11 has just been completed. The well 
is on the pump and doing 100 barrels daily. 

Fullerton Great West has cemented No. 3 at 3,840 feet. 
An attempt will be made to shut off all the bottom water. 

San Diego Consolidated is down 3,333 feet on No. 4, and 
state that the well is looking exceptionally good. 

The Union has Bastanchury No. 2 cemented. On the Berk- 
enstock recent drilling of No. 2 is going along at 1,430 feet. 

Graham-Loftus, development work is being pushed with six 
strings of tools. G. & L. is drilling in the oil sand around 
3,100 feet. No. 40 is being tested for water. No. 41 is re- 
drilling at 2,030 feet. No. 50 stands cemented. No. 12, 
formerly a producing well, is being redrilled and deepened. 

Hole lease is moving rapidly. No. 6 is drilling at 3,300 
feet. Nos. 8, 9 and 11 are redrilling and cleaning. Hole 13 
is drilling in the oil sand at 3,380 feet and No. 14 is rotating 
at 2,060 feet. 

On Naranjal the Union has No. 6 down close to 1,300 feet. 
No. 10 has made 1,000 feet with the rotary. 

West Coast has three wells drilling. No. 54 is down 2,050 
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feet. No. 80 is at the 2,200-foot mark, being held back by 
pipe trouble. No. 84 is drilling at 875 feet. ; 

Santa Fe has five strings of tools running, all making hole 
rapidly, and a new derrick going up. No. 41 is drilling in the 
sand at 2,710 feet. No. 74 is also in the same formation at 
2,188 feet and drilling. No. 75 is in the conglomerate at 2,517 
feet. The heaving sand coming in-at 1,251 feet at No. 76 is 
delaying drilling somewhat. No. 77 is drilling in con- 
glomerate. 

General Petroleum is rigging first well on its Dominguez 
tract of 200 acres. 

Pacific Gasoline has completed laying a gas line from their 
canyon plant to the Brea Canyon Oil Company’s new gusher 
No. 29. The Pacific Gasoline Company will test the gasoline 
content of the oil and run it through the compressors should 
it test satisfactorily. 


o, 
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California Daily Production 261,879 


California’s daily production during January averaged 
261,879 barrels, according to the latest Standard Oil Bulletin, 
and daily shipments averaged 293,364 barrels. An increase 
in production of 5,896 barrels daily over December, accom- 
panied by a daily decrease in shipments of 23,199 barrels, 
brought production and shipment figures closer together than 
they have been since July, 1916, the decline in stocks in 
January being but 31,485 barrels daily, compared with 60,580 
barrels daily in December. 

The 100 new rigs reported for the month represent the 
greatest activity in rig-building since May, 1911. 

There were 57 well completions during January, yielding 
an initial daily production of 5,695 barrels. 








Summary of Development and Production 
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San Francisco, Cal., Feb. 22—The net profits of the Union 
Oil of California for 1916 have been reported at $7,224,564, 
as compared with $2,819,129 in 1915. This-year’s profits are 
on the basis of 28% per cent on the issued capital stock. 
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Will Develop Lease Near McFarland 


McFarland, Cal., Feb. 22.—Development of wildcat terri- 
tory in Kern County, within three-quarters of a mile of the 
Naval Petroleum Reserve, four miles from McFarland and 
26 miles north of Bakersfield, California, will be started 
within the next week by the Hale Syndicate, composed of 
N. W. Hale and son of the Hale-McLeod Oil Company, 
Judge Waldo of Los Angeles and several other independent 
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producers of California. The syndicate has 1,000 acres under 
lease. The land is among the few big tracts patented years 
ago under the system which carried the mineral rights with 
the ownership of the land. All unpatented land lying near 
it has been withdrawn by the Government. It is understood 
that a group of Pittsburg capitalists, represented by S. R. 
Shoup of Los Angeles, also have acquired considerable acre- 
age around McFarland. 


o, 
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Weekly Report of California State Mining Bureau, 
Department of Petroleum and Gas 


The reports of oil field work filed with the State Mining 
Bureau during the week ending February 10, 1917, show 
twenty-seven new wells started, seventeen deepened or re- 
drilled, twenty-three to be tested for water shut-off, and 
three abandoned. 

The Bureau has lost one of its most valuable assistants 
through the resignation of Robert B. Moran, who has been in 
charge of the oil field work of the Los Angeles office. Mr. 
Moran leaves the State service for the purpose of resuming 
his private engineering practice and attending to oil opera- 
tions in which he was previously engaged. The vacancy has 
been filled by transferring M. J. Kirwan from Coalinga to 
Los Angeles and promoting other engineers already in the 
State service. 

Conditions prevailing during the first year’s work under 
the present law made it necessary to inspect a great number 
of new wells, and prevented the investigation and repair of 
many old wells which were in bad condition. Recently it 
has been possible to take up considerable old work which 
has been the subject of complaints—both formal and informal. 

The first formal order by the State Supervisor has just 
been issued in reference to the Creme Petroleum Company 
well No. 1, Sec. T. 20-S, R. 15-E, in the Coalinga field. The 
condition of this well has been the subject of comment in that 
locality for several years, and a serious water condition has 
been found to exist in neighboring wells. However, careful 
examination of all data presented has failed to definitely 
locate the source of the water, and the Supervisor has ordered 
further inexpensive tests at several operating wells. This is 
in accord with the previously announced policy to not ortfér 
a well plugged until it was shown, with reasonable certainty, 
to be the source of the water rather than being merely situ- 
ated in a water channel supplied by some other well. Ex- 
tremely good records were presented by most of the operators 
here involved. 

A formal complaint has been filed against the San Fran- 
cisco Midway well No. 2 on Sec. 24, T. 31-S, R. 22-E, in the 
Midway field, and the matter is being investigated. 

An informal complaint by the Traders Oil Company against 
the Indian Colonial Development Company on Secs. 22 and 
23, T. 32-S, R. 23-E, in the Midway field, has been partly 
investigated and work of plugging one old well has been 
commenced without the necessity of a formal order. This is 
a part of the large water problem which, for several years, 
has been troubling operators on Twenty-Five Hill, and will 
doubtless call for considerable more repair work. 

The Bureau recently finished an investigation of problems 
submitted jointly by the Alma Oil Company, the Associated 
Oil Company and the Santa Fe Railway Company on Sec. 4, 
T. 29-S, R. 28-E, in the Kern River field, and upon the report 
made by the engineers, repair work is expected to be com- 
menced by owners of several wells. 

A complaint of the Sunset Monarch Oil Company against 
the American Oil Fields Company in Sec. 23, T. 32-S, R. 23-E, 
in the Sunset field, is now under investigation—complete 
records being gathered. 











A complaint involving wells of the Birch Oil Company, the 
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Brea Canon Oil Company and the General Petroleum Com- 
pany, on Sec. 2, T. 3-S, R. 10-W, in the Brea Canon field, is 
at present the subject of investigation and complete records 
are being required of the various operators. 


The detailed list of workisas 2 < 
follows: COMPANY A: A sit FIELD 

om ae oe 

Begin Drilling New Wells:3 & & = 
Shell Co. of Cal........ 14 19 15 21 Coalinga 
Shell 'Co.of Cal... ...... 14 19 15 22 Coalinga 


California Star Oil Co... 24 26 20 25 Lost Hills 
S.F. & McKittrick Oi1Co 14 30 21 3-A McKittrick 
Chans.-C’fd M’y O.Co.. 36 31 22 34 #£Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’y O0.Co.. 36 31 22 33 Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’yO.Co.. 36 31 22 27 #£x.Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’yO.Co.. 36 31 22 29 Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’y O0.Co.. 36 31 22 32 #£=Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’yO.Co.. 31 31 23 25 #£=Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’y O.Co.. 31 31 23 26 # Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’yO.Co.. 31 31 23 27 #£xMidway 
Standard Oil Co....... 36 29 21 3 McKittrick 
Standard Oil Co....... 8 29 21 1 McKittrick 
Kern Trading & OilCo.. 25 31 23 9 Midway 
Kern Trading & OilCo.. 25 31 23 14 #=Midway 
Kern Trading & OilCo.. 27 31 23 25 #$=Midway 
Kern Trading & OilCo.. 27 31 23 28 #=Midway 
Kern Trading & OilCo.. 27 31 23 31 #£Midway 
Kern Trading & OilCo.. 17 32 24 27 #£Midway 
Kern Trading & OilCo.. 19 32 24 23 # Midway 
Kern Trading & OilCo.. 19 32 24 37 Midway 
Kern Trading & OilCo.. 29 32 24 2 Midway 


Oak Ridge Oil Co...... 18 3 20 2  S. Mountain 
Unten O88 Co.......... 30 9 33 44 Santa Maria 
Gilroy Oil Co.......... Sargent 12 Sargent 

Deen Loc ccicnns 1 9 33 1 Santa Maria 


Test of Water Shut-off: 
Coalinga Mohawk O.Co. 12 20 = 15 8 Coalinga 


Shel COvOR Cal... 3s. 14 19 15 24 Coalinga 
Shell Co. of Cal........ 27 19 15 82 Coalinga 
Claremont Oil Co...... 24 20 14 2 Coalinga 
Claremont Oil Co...... 24 20 14 1 Coalinga 
Traders Oi Co.......... 24 20 14 41 = £4Coalinga 
Associated Oil Co...... 29 26 21 # £1-C Lost Hills 
Dudley, B.B.&E.R.... 13 26 20 5 Lost Hills 
Standard Oil Co....... 27 29 «21 2 McKittrick 
Standard Oil Co....... 26 31 23 #18 #«=(Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 4 32 23 7 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 30 32 24 27 #=,Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 36 31 23 52 #£Midway 
1 P.O COe. 6 sins 33 31 23 #10 #£Midway 
CS, Cy NE OW CG. o2.03s: 36 31 22 21 #£=‘Midway 
a O88 0 oo 31 31 23 20 #£Midway 
Cs ©, MOE CO. 5635.5; 31 31 23 22 #£=Midway 
Reward Oil Co......... 34 27 20 3 Belridge 


Calex Oil Co 


Be: écvatlivates 6 2 2 2 = Kern River 
. Teion Oil Co 


Be atten cance ees 36 28 27 6 Kern River 


Montebello............ 4 3 19 82. Bardsdale 
Santa Clara Oil & Dev. 
7 a ee eee oa 20 4 20 1 Santa Paula 


Palmer Union Oil Co... 30 9. 32 3 Cat Canyon 
Deepen or Re-drilling Present Wells: 


Fier OW Cos... is ses. 1 20 14 16 = Coalinga 
Coalinga Mohawk O.Co. 12 20 = 15 4 Coalinga 
Shell Co. of Cal........ 36 19 2 Coalinga 
Shell Co. of Cal........ 29 #19 15 6 Coalinga 
Homestead Dev. Co.... 12 20 14  B-3 Coalinga 
5. Wie Ue......... 6 20 15 6 Coalinga 
Berry & Keller......... 138 30 21 8 McKittrick 
Bronco Lease.......... 8 11 23 1 Sunset 


Sunset Extension Oil Co. 8 11 = 23 1 Sunset 
H. S. Williams Oil Co... 26 29 21 9 McKittrick 


Anchor Oil Co......... 2 11 24 17 ~& Sunset 
Kern River Oil Co..... 4 29 -28 9 Kern River 
Standard Oil Co....... 5 29 28 24 Kern River 
Standard ‘Onl Co. ...... 5 29 28 =38 Kern River 
Amalgamated Oil Co... 13 3 10 10 E. Coyote 
Amalgamated Oil Co... 13 3 10 28 E. Coyote 
Amalgamated Oil Co... 13 3 10 14_ E. Coyote 
Abandon Present Wells: 
Good Luck Oil Co...... 22 19 15 6 Coalinga 
Associated Oil Co...... i’ so; as | 1 Lost Hills 


Kern River Oil Fields of 
CaIOLRIAs...<..ee00s 33 28 28 118 Kern River 
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Net Profits in 1916 Were $17,605,303 


San Francisco, Cal., Feb. 22 (Special).—The net profits of 
the Standard Oil Company of California during 1916 amount- 
ed to $17,605,303.74, or about 1634 per cent per annum on 
capital stock of $100,000,000 and assets of $109,400,258.96, ac- 
cording to a statement just issued by President D. G. Sco- 
field of the company. 

The earnings of the year, after deducting operating ex- 
penses, etc., amounted to $21,263,520.02, of which $3,658,216.28 
was charged to depreciation. 

“Cash dividends were paid to the stockholders during the 
year at the rate of ten per cent per annum, amounting on 
the issued stock to $6,831,915.13, and a stock dividend of 
$24,843,327.74, and there has been carried to surplus account, 
$10,773,388.61, leaving the surplus account as of December 31, 
1916, $30,782,323.89,” said President Scofield. 

“During the year our plant account was increased in all 
departments at an expenditure for new construction and addi- 
tions to our producing department holdings of $9,834,579.54. 
All the physical plant of the company has been maintained 
in first-class condition and working efficiency. 

“During the year 1916, the crude oil production of the com- 
pany from its own properties was slightly over 13,000,000 
barrels, or a daily average of 35,632 barrels, or an increased 
daily average of 3,976 barrels over the production of 1915. 
The average daily production for December, 1916, was 38,811 
barrels. There was added to our producing properties dur- 
ing the year, 936 acres by purchase in fee and 15,601 acres 
in leasehold. 

“Our own stocks of crude oil and its equivalent in storage 
December 31, 1916, were 22,753,178 barrels, or a decrease of 
3,928,886 over December 31, 1915. 

“The marine department added to its fleet the tank steamer 
‘D. G. Scofield,’ of 80,000 barrels capacity, and the gasoline 
barge ‘Pico, for use in San Pedro harbor. The total num- 
ber of bulk barrels transported by our fleet during 1916 was 
over 15,250,000. 

“The sales department added to its plant forty-two new 
sub-stations, and twenty-three service stations, and to its de- 
livery equipment 329 autos and auto trucks. 

“Our average daily pipe line runs from wells during 1916 
were 75,944 barrels, as against 90,715 for 1915. During 1915 
we were exchanging with the Kern Trading & Oil Company 
(Southern Pacific Company) over 12,000 barrels per day of 
fuel oil for its refinable crudes, an arrangement that termi- 
nated on December 31st of that year. 

“The total value of our sales of all products for the year 
showed an increase of 45 per cent over that of 1915, and 
notwithstanding our export sales of refined oil to the Far 
East were considerably diminished by lack of transportation, 
our general export business as a whole shows a very marked 
increase in volume over that of 1915, and reached a total of 
22 per cent in value of our gross sales.” 


——$—$—————— 
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Early Methods of Petroleum Storage 


At the time of completing the Drake well, on the bank of 
Oil Creek, near Titusville, August 27, 1859, there seems to 
have been very little knowledge among the men engaged in 
developing the industry, as to how to store the crude petro- 
leum, after it was raised to the surface of the earth, says 
Edwin C. Bell, in the Oil City Derrick. 

The proposition of how to construct receptacles to hold the 
product, and make it safe from evaporation or fire, was a 
problem that required years of evolutionary experience be- 
fore it was finally decided that there was only one safe way— 
the great iron tank of 1866-’67-’68. 

In the beginning of the crude oil industry—1859-’60-’61— 
aside from the common round barrel, the tank used at the 
larger number of wells was the square, or oblong box, termed 
in the vernacular of the time, “oil vat”’ These vats ranged 
in size from four barrels to several hundred. One of this 
kind of vats was at the Drake well and also one at the Barns- 
dall, Mead & Rouse well, the first one drilled after the com- 
pletion of the Drake. These receivers of oil were wholly 
constructed of wood, and made very strong by a framework 
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that encased the planks, which constituted the box-shaped 
tanks. The sills, forming the base, upon which rested the 
bottom planks of the box, were so mortised at the ends, that 
the upright timbers, or posts, could be keyed in. The same 
kind of mortises were made in the cross timbers, that fitted 
upon the upright posts, on the top of the box, leaving space 
for keys to be driven in. When the inside of this framework 
was lined with well jointed planks—bottom, sides and ends— 
the keys were driven and the structure thus rendered per- 
fectly oil tight. This kind of constructed tank was used in 
the first days of oil on Watson and Kingsland flats, below 
Titusville; on Sherman flats, above Pioneer; at Pioneer, and 
at-Funkville, below Pioneer; at Petroleum Centre, Columbia 
farm, Tarr farm, Rynd Farm, Rouseville; at McClintockville, 
and at Oil City. 


Hooped Wooden Tanks 


But in 1861, the round tank, hooped with iron, made its 
appearance. This kind of tank, however, was not extensively 
used until 1862-’63. At first it was of small dimensions in 
capacity—from 6 to 12 barrels. Perhaps the very first builder 
of the round tank, in the Pennsylvania oil region, was F. S. 
Tarbell. He established a tank-building shop at Rouseville 
in 1860, and for a number of years built tanks for every field 
in the early oil region. 

At Pioneer, known in the early days as Upper McElhaney 
farm, the oil from the L. D. Aiken well—1863-’64—was stored 
in a vat eight feet wide, six feet high, and 32 feet long. 
The John Fertig well, on the Foster farm, next above, and 
joining the McElhaney farm, was also provided with an oil 
storage vat. This tank was 16 feet long, eight feet wide and 
five feet high. The Fertig well was drilled to completion on 
July 4, 1861. At that time it required from eight to ten days 
to cart lumber there and build one of those vat tanks. While 
this was being done, the well was flowing 1,000 barrels a 
day, and the oil largely ran away down Oil Creek. 

At the Sherman well, on Sherman flats, Foster farm, and 
not far from the Fertig well, when it began gushing—2,000 
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barrels a day, in 1862—great wooden vats 
Later round tanks were also built at that well. 

In those days the oil boat and the wagon train transported 
nearly all the crude oil to market from the Oil Creek and 
Upper Allegheny River regions. The boats carried the oil 
both in barrels and in bulk, while the wagons loaded only 
with barrels. 

The first cause of the disappearance of nearly all of those 
early built vat tanks and first round tanks, from the valley 
of Oil Creek, was the great flood of March 17, 1865. In those 
early days the wells were wholly drilled upon the low lands 
along Oil Creek. The tanks were located close to the wells, 
so they were easily swept away by the flood which resulted 
from the heaviest of two days’ rain and melting snow, the 
water overflowed the banks and sending ruin to the whole 
Oil Creek valley. Derricks, oil tanks, houses, offices and 
shanties were floated off. 


were erected. 


Bulk Storage 


The first real provision made to store all oil in bulk, in the 
Oil Creek region, was undertaken in December, 1861. The 
place was Tarr Farm and the tank, or reservoir, was sunk 
in the ground. The object was to provide for storing the oil 
from the Elephant well—1,000 barrels per day—owned by 
the Dinsmore brothers, Amos, Emmett and William. These 
oil men began by plowing and scraping the dirt from a con- 
siderable area of ground. At a depth of two or three feet a 
layer of blue clay was uncovered. Having carefully removed 
the loose top dirt, horses and oxen were led into the excava- 
tion, and kept moving until the clay was tramped down 
smooth and firm. Then staves about six feet in length, made 
from planks, were set up around the outer edge of this ex- 
cavation, forming a many-sided, or diamond-shaped, wall or 
tank. At every angle, while setting up the staves, a 4x4 inch 
scantling was placed in the wall and boards nailed, horizon- 
tally, on the outer sides of these posts, thus forming an im- 
provised, supporting, wooden hoop around the whole struc- 
ture. The outer walls of the tank were then banked to the 
top with earth. The structure completed, water was turned 
in and the clay bottom covered to the depth of several 
inches. This process made it a fairly tight receptacle in 
which to store oil. The next operation was to lay a pipe line, 
leading from this reservoir to the creek, 20 rods distant, 
where bulk boats were loaded. The Dinsmore Brothers were 
the first to ship oil down Oil Creek in bulk boats. All other 
wells, at that time, had been shipping oil in barrels. _ 

Later on, after the completion of their big reservoir, the 
Dinsmores sank a large number—say 20—small round wooden 
tanks in the ground on the Tarr farm, and covered them 
with dirt. This park of tanks was located upon a point of 
land that juts down to the sweep of the water, to the right, 
where the railroad bridge crosses the creek from Columbia 
farm to Tarr farm. These tanks were observable for many 
years, and I believe finally passed to decay. Small wooden 
tanks, at other points on Oil Creek, were covered with earth. 


Earth Reservoirs 


Another storage, aside from the oil tank, was by a sort of 
primitive reservoir, constructed in depressions of the surface 
of the earth, where small ravines debauched into Oil Creek. 
One of these pools was at the Sherman well, and another, 
farther down the creek, at Funkville. The oil that filled the 
Funkville pool came from the Empire well. L. D. Aiken, 
now living at Titusville, Pennsylvania, at the advanced age 
of 91 years, took a boat load of bulk oil from this pool in 
1863. He paid 25 cents a barrel for the oil, and when he 
arrived in Pittsburgh with his boat, he sold the oil for 26 
cents a gallon. Mr. Aiken was one among the first who 
built round, iron-hooped, wood stave tanks in the Oil Creek 
region. This was in 1862. He had bought a third interest 
ina well, located on the Kingsland flats, near the old Brewer, 
Watson & Company’s upper sawmill, two or three dozen 
rods from the original Drake well. The well did six barrels 
and had to have a tank. So Aiken, without having previous 
knowledge of how to proceed with the work, began construct- 
ing a receptacle. After preparing the staves, he set them up. 
He then drove on hoops to hold the uprights in place, and, 
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before inserting the bottom, he turned the tank bottom side 
up. Now he thought he must heat the interior with fire, for 
the purpose of shrinking the staves, which process, he sup- 
posed, would make the whole structure tighter. The result 
was: When he built the first, the interior of the tank caught, 
and he had great difficulty in subduing the flames. The fire 
left the interior of the tank well charred, but when the bot- 
tom was inserted, the receptacle held oil without leakage. 
Its capacity was 75 barrels. 
Large Tanks 

After 1863 the square vat tank was almost entirely super- 
seded by the round, upright stave, wooden tank, hooped with 
iron. This tank then grew in size until it reached the ca- 
pacity of 1,200 barrels. This was considered the safe limit 
in size, for the reason that several large tanks, holding even 
a less number of barrels than 1,200, had burst, causing great 
loss, not only the contents, but started huge conflagrations 
in adjoining oil property. Besides, so large a bulk of oil, in 
a big tank, caused more or less loss from leakage and evapo- 
ration. It has been claimed that a wooden stave tank, hold- 
ing 1,500 barrels, was tried, and also one holding 2,000 bar- 
rels was built. But they were both found to be unsafe when 
full of oil. 

The construction of large wooden tanks required careful 
work by: the carpenters, so that when completed they would 
prove perfectly tight. First, the pine lumber must be perfectly 
clear from knots and well seasoned. Second, the workmen 
must use careful attention in jointing the edges of the tanks, 
so they would be perfectly tight, when the sides were in 
place and the hoops driven. Third, the staves were also care- 
fully jointed and grooved at the bottom end, so that they 
would press solidly against the smooth edge of the rounded 
bottom. Then the interior was calked with oakum, the hoops 
driven to place and the great or small tank was ready for use. 


Iron Tankage 
During the great speculative years of 1864-’65-’66 large 
wooden tanks were built in every prolific oil field in the Oil 
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Creek and Upper Allegheny River valleys. It was a sight 
worth repeating today, if one could visit the scenes of those 
early times and see the streams of petroleum pouring from 
the Sherman, Noble, Coquett, Jersey, Maple Shade, Phillips, 
Woodford and the United States wells; and then to behold 
the hurry and bustle to gain wealth would be worth half a 
lifetime. 

3ut, toward the close of 1865, and early in 1866, there hav- 
ing occurred a number of disastrous conflagrations in almost 
every large oil field of the Oil Creek region, the question 
arose among oil producers of how best to prevent loss of oil 
and well property from fire. It was universally decided that 
oil, as soon as produced, should be piped and tanked at a 
safe distance from the wells. Many advocates of iron tank- 
age were found, because of the great fire in Benninghoff 
Run, January 20, 1866. During the last months of 1865, the 
Ocean Oil Company, which owned the Stevenson farm, at 
Petroleum Centre, had erected a 3,000-barrel iron tank at one 
side of the lower end of Benninghoff Run. When the burn- 
ing oil poured down the run it enveloped this tank in a hot 
blaze. But when the fire had spent its force and the tank 
cooled it was found that the 2,800 barrels of oil in it was 
safe. This was the first iron tank built in the Petroleum 
Centre oil field, and it was the first in the whole region to 
withstand the test of fire on the exterior and preserve its 
contents. 

Previous, however, to the construction of the Ocean Oil 
Company’s iron tank at Petroleum Centre, the Pennsylvania 
Tubing Transportation Company, in August, 1865, built a 
15,000-barrel iron tank on the bank of the Allegheny River 
at Oleopolis, above Oil City. This tank was used for stor- 
age of oil piped from Pithole. Hence, the Oleopolis and 
Petroleum Centre iron tanks, both built in 1865, were about 
the beginning of that kind of storage for oil in Pensylvania. 


Boiler Sheet Iron 


Boiler sheet iron was used in the comstruction of this kind 
of tank. The metal was rolled thin, cut into sheets, shaped 
in form, and punched with rivet holes, ready for structural 
work when conveyed to the location chosen for the tank. All 
the workmen had to do was to lift the sheets and rivet them 
in place. Many of the first iron tanks had wood plank bot- 
toms, but in 1868 iron bottoms were considered most sub- 
stantial for large tanks. In this year Samuel A. Woods built 
a 30,000-barrel iron tank at Petroleum Centre. The bottom 
was iron. In making a wood bottom for an iron sided tank, 
a groove about half an inch deep was cut into the two-inch 
plank about four inches from the edge. Into this groove the 
edge of the iron rested. The groove was then calked with 
oakum to render it tight and prevent leaks. All iron tanks 
were covered either with thin sheet iron or wood, and then, 
in some instances, they were covered with earth. Other tanks 
had a water-tight covering of iron, and a few inches of water 
was pumped upon these tops to not only prevent fire but 
preserve the oil so it would not evaporate. 


Beginning in 1866 and continuing until 1873, a very large 
number of iron tanks were built in the Oil Creek and Upper 
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Allegheny River regions. The cost of iron tanks in those 
days was about $1.00 per barrel. Brown, Fertig & Hammond 
Company built two 3,000-barrel iron oil tanks on the Boyd 
farm above Petroleum Centre in 1866, which cast for iron 
$1.00 per barrel. In 1910 it cost 25 cents a barrel. 


a 
° 


Theories on Salt in Coast Oil Wells 


The oil that has been found in the deep strata on the coast 
at Humble and Goose Creek makes an interesting specula- 
tion in geologic circles, says the Texas Mineral Resources. 
It continues: 

The oil that has been found in the deep strata on the 
coast at Humble and Goose Creek makes an_ interesting 
speculation in geologic circles. 

In these wells salt domes are penetrated which are more 
than a thousand feet in thickness. 

One theory is that the salt comes from the Permian for- 
mation in Northwest Texas, which covers a large area, and 
is highly impregnated with salt, gypsum and sulphur, there 
being enormous beds of such minerals even at the surface 
in this formation. The theory which ascribes to the Permian 
the origin of the salt domes far below the surface in the 
coast country is that these minerals have been carried in so- 
lution by the water and reach the coast section some 10,000 
feet below the surface and have been pushed up by artesian 
force. The water at that depth would be heated to a suf- 
ficient degree to carry a considerable amount of salt in 
solution, which, after being forced up as a spring of water 
is forced up, would eventually evaporate, leaving the salt, 
sulphur and gypsum domes that are found. There is one 
dome of pure gypsum six miles east of Falfurrias in Brooks 
County, which has been penetrated by the drill several hun- 
dred feet. 

The other theory regarding the salt domes is that the 
tremendous volcanic action found in the central and western 
sections of the State, had the effect of compressing the 
loosely made strata of the coast country and forced up 
through faults or weak structures, the salt. It is unfor- 
tunate that we have no way of carefully preserving the logs 
of the deep wells that are bored in Texas, as they would 
enable us to obtain much valuable information. 
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Galveston Oil Man Killed By Auto 


W. A. Guyton of Galveston, a prominent oil man, was run 
down and killed by an automobile near Galveston last Tues- 
day night. Mr. Guyton had stopped his car and was crossing 
the road to give assistance to another automobile, when a 
Galveston bound auto hit him and kept going. He died an 
hour later. 


Efforts are now being made by Galveston and Harris 
County officials to find the car which killed him. Because 
of the accident, steps will be taken by Harris County to 
have her roads patrolled more thoroughly, to stop speeding 
and to put an end to other violations of traffic laws on 
country roads. 
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The Origin of Petroleum Is—What? 


Many an interesting debate has waxed warm over the 
question of the origin of petroleum, and the result of such 
debates usually is that each expert goes away feeling more 
thoroughly convinced he is right and all other theories are 
wrong. 

J. A. Halderman, the steel barrel man, has some revolu- 
tionary theories regarding the origin of petroleum, says the 
Oil News. His theory is that petroleum is not the chemical 
product of inorganic matter, but that it is the remains of 
animal organisms that have lived in the sea and other bodies 
of waters. That isn’t so revolutionary, but when he attempts 
to explain why petroleum is found in layers of sand at vari- 
ous depths in the earth; why we find the remains of arctic 
animals in tropical zones of climate; why the remains of 
tropical animals and plants are found in frigid zones of cli- 
mate; why earthquakes and volcanoes are caused by changes 
in level from heat that is being constantly produced; as well 
as many other phenomena in nature, by the slow but con- 
stant rotation of the polar circles and the equator over the 
face of the earth, he startles one’s imagination. 

He claims that the North pole is moving south at the rate 
of a little less than one-half mile per year across the face of 
one hemisphere, while the South pole is moving north at the 
same velocity over the face of the opposite hemisphere, and 
the equator is moving in unison with the poles. 

He claims that in 13,000 years the poles will be at oppo- 
site points on the earth’s surface that is now the equatorial 
line, in 26,000 years the poles will reverse each other, and 
in 52,000 years they will return to their present vicinity. 
That the polar circles in moving over new parts of the earth 
depress the land so that it becomes a sea bottom, and this 
is brought about from the centripetal force that causes the 
flattening at the poles. As the polar circles move on, the 
earth’s surface that was once within the polar circle begins 
to rise and the elevated land becomes the new valleys, table- 
lands and mountain chains of the earth, and causes the one 
time sea bottom to become elevated into these new forma- 
tions. His book, which will be published during this year, 
will give the evidence he has gathered during a period of 
many years, that tends to substantiate these statements. 

He says concerning petroleum: 

“There have been many discussions about the origin of 
petroleum, the mineral oil that we take from the earth in 
practically all parts of the world. Some geologists hold that 
it has its origin in chemical and thermal action of the min- 
erals and rocks of the earth’s interior. Others believe it to 
be the remains of vegetable and animal organic matter. 
Many geologists believe it to be mostly the remains of sea 
life, the greater part of it being the product of marine animal 
organisms. When the origin of petroleum is subjected to 
the light of pure reason, based on analogies of the known 
facts of nature, it becomes evident that the last mentioned 
theory is the more plausible one. That a clear understanding 
of this subject may be had we will present both sides of the 
argument and then attempt to show why we find petroleum 
in beds of sand at various depths in the earth. 

“The geologists who claim that petroleum is the result of 
chemical and thermal action of inorganic matter will say 
they have produced petroleum by subjecting rocks and other 
forms of earth matter to heat and chemical action. The 
teachings of geology are more or less vague as to time when 
attempting to explain the earth’s history. The only way we 
can determine time or how the changes on the earth have 
been brought about is by reasoning from analogy. We grant 
that petroleum can be produced from rocks and other earth 
matter, but no man can say that the oil molecule has not 
previously united with the earth molecule, and any molecular 
combination may be disassociated under certain conditions, 
and this division can be continued until the molecule is 
divided into the atoms that compose it. In other words, the 
oil may be the remains of organic matter, and uniting with 
the molecule of the earth matter may become a form of min- 
eral, and this mineral will give up the oil molecule when it 
is subjected to certain conditions. 

“It is impossible to know how many times the sea bottom 


has become elevated above the sea level, or how many times 
the rock of the mountain ridges and peaks has been the 
bottom of the sea for every part of the earth shows that this 
change of level has occurred more than once. To state that 
petroleum is the product of chemical action because petro- 
leum can be produced from rocks and earth matter is as 
absurd as were other claims of the physicists of the last cen- 
tury who insisted that because heat produced.motion it was 
a substance called caloric. Every one now knows that heat 
is the energy of molecular motion. Rocks are found in cer- 
tain mountainous regions in the United States that show no 
apparent trace of petroleum under ordinary circumstances, 
but when the molecular motion of the rock is disturbed by 
sharply striking it with a hammer the odor of petroleum is 
at once evidenced. 

“Let us now recall some of the phenomena pertaining to 
petroleum. Petroleum is usually found in beds of sand under- 
lying shales. Great beds of sand can only be formed by the 
action of water on rock in the bed of a river, lake or ocean. 
The oil bearing sands are found at various depths in the 
earth, sometimes at no greater depth than from 200 to 400 
feet. Others are found at from 800 to 1,200 feet and still 
others at 2,000 feet or more below the surface of the earth. 
Frequently when oii is found in the upper beds of sand, 
and the oil becomes exhausted, the well is drilled deeper, 
and oil may again be found below another strata of rock 
in a deeper bed of sand. This indicates that the bed of the 
ocean, lake or river has been raised up and depressed at 
various periods of time. The shales and various stratas of 
aqueous rock have been formed by the action of water acting 
upon the sand, clay and other matter of the earth. They 
have then again been depressed and a new layer of sand is 
formed on the bottom of the lake, river or ocean, and this 
rising and lowering has been going on for countless ages. 
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The anticlines and synclines have undoubtedly been caused 
by the rising and sinking of the earth’s surface. 

“We further know that all plant and animal organisms 
have more or less oil in the living tissues and the principal 
function of oil in plants or fat in animals seems to be for 
the production and conservation of heat, that the sap of the 
plant, or the blood of the animal organism may circulate. 
The temperature of the blood of animals that live in water 
is the same as the medium that surrounds them, therefore it 
is of greater necessity for marine animals to conserve their 
heat than it is for land animals to do so and this accounts 
for the reason that a fish has more oil or fat than a land 
animal of equal size. The colder the water in which the 
fish lives the greater amount of oil that is contained in its 
body. 

“Then the logical conclusion would be that the reason 
we find petroleum in various layers of sand is from the fact 
that every part of the earth has been a sea bottom at various 
periods of time. Some force causes the sea bottom to rise 
up into islands or continents, while other islands or conti- 
nents slowly sink into the sea, and the fat of the sea animals 
retained in the bottom sands is the oil we find which we 
know as petroleum. The bituminous asphalt base of this oil 
is the remains of the vegetable organic matter that is asso- 
ciated with it in its early state. The light oil found in moun- 
tainous regions having a paraffine base is oil that has been 
filtered through porous rocks from the action of the heat 
that produced the mountain chain. 

“The geologists of today believe in the catastrophism idea 
regarding the earth, but Sir Charles Lyell, one of the greatest 
and most learned geologists of the last century, opposed 
this doctrine and preached that the changes on the earth 
were constant. It is the writer’s belief that Sir Charles 
Lyell was absolutely correct in his interpretation that the 
changes are taking place today in the same manner that 
they have occurred in the past. In an article of this length 
it is impossible to thoroughly explain how he believes these 
changes of level on the earth’s surface are brought about, 
but the oil driller will slowly learn that all sand deserts 
are the most recent sea bottoms of terra firma, and that the 
new great oil fields of the earth will be found in such deserts 
as the Mojave desert of the United States, the Sahara desert 
of Africa, and the other deserts of the earth that are not 
over 3,000 feet above the sea level, and that there is as much 
petroleum being made today as at any time in the past.” 
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Haven’t Taken Over Producers Yet 


Although Governor Ferguson several days ago signed the 
Texas Company bill whereby the Texas Company will be 
permitted to enter the producing end of the game in Texas, 
none of the reorganization plans of the Texas Company have 
been announced. 

It was stated Thursday that nothing has been done as yet 
toward the Texas Company taking over the Producers Oil 
Company, its producion and subsidiary in Texas. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Company will require practically the same of- 
ficial departmental staff to handle its business when it be- 
comes a part of the Texas Company because of the extent 
of its business. “Texas Company official” and “work” are 
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synonymous terms. Drones do not thrive in the Texas Com- 
pany nor in the Producers Oil Company, so it is unlikely 
that there will be any great changes. 

One change it will cause, very likely. The Texas Com- 
pany and the Producers Oil Company in many fields main- 
tain separate scouting departments, and if both companies 
keep all their scouts they will be able to cover a lot more 
territory. 

*, 
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Contract Prices Are Dropping 


Los Angeles, Cal., Feb. 22,—Contracting drilling companies 
cali attention to the fact that notwithstanding the greatly 
increased cost of material, and the higher price of labor, due 
to eight-hour tours instead of twelve, the price per foot which 
is now paid them by operators is in the neighborhood of 
$4.00 as against $7.00, which was the ruling figure when the 
rotary was first introduced in California. The ability of the 
contractors to make money is accounted for by the fact that 
many improvements have been made in drilling methods and 
there are now many capable drillers who have learned their 
trade in California. 

In the beginning, only men who could not hold a job in 
the Mid-Continent fields drifted to this State. To the early 
day operator the speed with which hole is now made seems 
little short of marvelous. One hundred feet of hole in twent- 


ty-four hours is an ordinary stunt and there are records of 


at least twice that depth in the same period. 
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Few Activities in North Texas Pools 


Despite the fact that the development work of the North 
Texas area is at present at a more interesting stage than 
ever before, fewer activities are in progress than at any time 
during the past year. The large amount of capital involved 
in the recent business transactions, and the high prices paid 
for oil, have made the operators quite optimistic, and every 
possible effort is being made to progress the drilling opera- 
tions. However, the rain which fell during the early part 
of last week was very light and failed to improve the water 
situation. Conditions are little better than they were, and 
if nature does not assist soon, water lines will be constructed 
in many of the fields to supply the demand. 

At Electra, activities are practically at a standstill. Only 
one completion was announced during the past week. The 
Magnolia Petroleum Company got about 16 feet of sand in 
their H. & T. C. No. 19, at 1,935 feet, and while there are 
many rumors as to the production of the well, it is reported 
to be good for about 10 barrels. New locations have been 
made and many rigs are being built, and as soon as water 
can be secured they will start drilling. 





Burkburnett 


Three completions were reported from Burkburnett last 
week. However, two of them were dry, while the third proved 
to be only a small well, in the shallow sand. The Crowell & 
Connor’s Powell No. 8 was abandoned at 550 feet, as dry. 
The Harden No. 3, of the Mann Oil Company, was drilled 
in the shallow sand at 235 feet and is good for about five 
barrels, while the Shultz No. 10, of the Wood-Dale Oil Com- 
pany, was abandoned at 760 feet as dry.. Many of the wells 
temporarily shut down are close to sand, and as soon as 
drilling operations can be resumed more interesting reports 
are expected. 


Among the Wildcats 


In Stephens County, south of Breckenridge, the Producers 
Oil Company struck a big gas sand in their Parks No. 2 at 
1,263 feet. The gas will be shut off and the well drilled 
deeper in search of an oil sand. After drilling through a 
second gas sand the well on the Smith farm is now drilling 
at 2,472 feet. The deep test is temporarily shut down wait- 
ing for water. 

The Texas & Pacific Coal Company has made a number 
of new locations, running a direct line between their wells 
near Caddo and the Strawn pool. These locations have been 
made to thoroughly test out the territory between the two 
fields. They have also made a new location on the Lee 
farm, southeast of Caddo. Their Mitchell No. 1 is drilling 
at 712 feet, while the Cash No. 1 is drilling at 435 feet. The 
deep test on the Wright farm is temporarily shut down at 


3,335 feet, and the deep test on the Sloan tract, near Crystal 
Falls, is still waiting for cable at 2,147 feet. 


In Parker County 


In Parker County, the Fort Worth Oil Development Com- 
pany’s test near the Polytechnic School at Fort Worth was 
reported to be abandoned at 2,354 feet, with three strings of 
tools in the hole. The Parker County Oil & Gas Company 
is still drilling on the Mortens farm, at 341 feet. ° 


Palo Pinto County 

Palo Pinto County is becoming more interesting each week, 
new locations are continually being made, and the little land 
not yet contracted for is being leased thoroughly. At Strawn 
the Texas & Pacific Coal Company completed their fees, 
Nos. 133 and 134 at 890 and 997 feet, respectively. The former 
is producing 30 barrels, while the latter is good for about 
40 barrels. Fee No. 135 struck the sand at 825 feet and is 
still drilling. It is reported they have little showing. No. 
136 has reached a depth of 784 feet and is still drilling. One 
new location was made and one rig built. 

South of Mineral Wells the new derrick on the Empire 
Gas & Fuel Company’s deep test has been completed and at- 
tempts are being made to pull the 6-inch casing, and after 
installing 5-inch casing drilling will be resumed. 

A new location has been made on the Glover farm, and the 
machinery will be moved from the Yell well, which was re- 
cently abandoned to the new location. Palmer, Owens & 
Wilson completed their well on the Jacques farm at 997 feet. 
The gas blew off with a roar for about three hours, producing 
about 12,000,000 feet. However, it has recently calmed some 
and is now estimated to be good for 500,000 or 600,000 cubic 
feet. The rig will be moved to the new location of the Gulf 
Production Company’s test on the Hess farm, where drilling 
will be started immediately. 

West of Mineral Wells the Texas & Pacific Coal Com- 
pany’s well on the Middleton tract is temporarily shut down 
at 977 feet. Eight-inch casing will be set and an attempt 
will be made to shut off the water. 

West of Palo Pinto the Sinclair Oil & Gas Company has 
a bad fishing job on each of their tests on the Belding ranch. 

West of Grayford the Sinclair Oil & Gas Company’s well 
on the Holt ranch has been bradenheaded, and is now drill- 
ing at 1,408 feet, using the gas from the upper sand for fuel. 

In Archer County, near Holliday, the Producers Oil Com- 
pany’s Panther No. 3 has reached the sand at 1,628 feet, and 
reports have the well showing good. East of the Panther 
wells L. C. Heydrick & Co. have made a location in the 
centre of their tract and will drill a test well as soon as 
preparations can be made. The Holliday Oil Company is 
drilling in hard lime at 1,503 feet, which is believed to be 
the cap of an oil sand. The Big Bluff Oil Company is fish- 
ing at 1,420 feet. 

Reports of the Gulf Production Company’s well southeast 
of Holliday are very interesting. It is rumored that they 
have struck a rich oil sand, though up to the present nothing 
officially has been announced to that effect. However, it is 
known that the company is buying up all leases in the im- 
mediate vicinity, paying fancy prices for the acreage. 


o, 
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No Completions at Saratoga 


There were no completions at Saratoga during the week, 
and as the result of no completions of any size for some 
time, and the steady decrease in production of the produc- 
ing wells, Saratoga’s production has fallen from 2,050 to 838 
barrels per day within the last three weeks. 

Very few wells are drilling at Saratoga now, and none 
are likely to Le completed within the next few days. 
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20,000 Shares Change Hands 


During the past week trading in oil and gas stocks was 
fairly active with over 20,000 shares changing hands. The 
list held well with several light gains and a firm undertone. 

Ohio Fuel Supply continued to finish the bulk of the trad- 
ing, selling low at 51 and high at 54%. It has been listed on 
the New York Board, and if it affects this stock in a similar 
manner to other local markets that have been listed on the 
Eastern Board, local trading will diminish in volume. It 
looks as if the big play was only commencing and that the 
stock would sell still higher, but the gas business does not 
look as promising for the next ten years as it has in the 
past, and advice would be to ride with the advance taking 
profits on the way up. 

Ohio Fuel Oil sold high at 21 and low at 1934, trading less 
than 3,000 shares. Earnings at present time are at the rate 
of over 500 per cent on Par. 

Pure Oil fluctuated a point from high to low on sales of 
about 2,000 shares. Rumors of trades for control are still 
heard, also that considerable expense would be required to 
bring the plants to full efficiency, and more earnings should 
be put back into plant. It looks sure for 6 per cent quarterly 
with some extras. 

Manufacturers Light & Heat sold high at 657% and low ex- 
dividend of 2 per cent at 64%; trades less than 6,000 shares. 
The company’s oil operations in Green County, Pennsylvania, 
have been delayed by weather conditions and shortage of fuel. 

Union Natural Gas sold in odd lots at 183% and 183. 
Caney River Natural Gas sold low to 433% and back to 45 
on sales of 145 shares. Oklahoma Natural Gas sold less than 
200 shares at 95. Osage & Oklahoma Gas, no sales; offered 
at 126. Like other companies they were short of gas during 
the recent cold spell, which was the coldest in Oklahoma that 
the oldest inhabitants could recall. Lone Star Natural Gas 
sold lightly in odd lots at 94 and 93 with 90 bid lightly. Pitts- 
burgh Oil & Gas sold at 11% to 12% on less than 700 shares. 


Standard Oils 


Standard Oil of New Jersey, Continental Oil, Union Tank 
Line, declared their usual dividends. South Penn Oil in- 
creased its capital to $20,000,000 and declared a 60 per cent 
stock dividend, making the second stock dividend since the 
dissolution. The stock sold off to 525 bid. 

Atlantic Refining declared the regular quarterly at 5 per 
cent. Assets increased over $9,000,000 during past year, and 
the surplus is nearly seven times its capital. The stock 
softened a little, dropping below 1,000 bid. 

Crescent Pipe Line shows 6.43 per cent net against 6.24 per 
cent in 1915. Galena-Signal Common gained $10. Some 
rumors that an extra may be paid at next dividend period. 
At present prices it nets nearly 8 per cent. Vacuum Oil 
gained $15 to $415 bid. 

International Petroleum sold off a half. Some bullish talk 
as to values being much higher than present prices and earn- 
ings should be sufficient to give holders a dividend this year. 

Prairie Pipe Line, Illinois Pipe Line and Anglo-American 
Oi} look like purchases around present prices, also Standard 
Oil of Kansas and Solar Refining on any further dips. Stand- 
ard Oil of New York and Prairie Oil & Gas and Standard 
Oil of Indiana still look high. 


Junior Oils 


The list held firmly all week with the Wyoming leaders. 
Midwest Refining gained $5 to 94 bid, Merritt Oil sold at 
19% high, a gain of 4% from low point. 

Cosden Oil & Gas Common sold at 14%, loss of an eighth. 
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With the preferred unchanged production is being held 
around 20,000 barrels per day. 

Cosden & Company sold at 15%. The request in proxie 
giving directors more power would look like a step in the 
direction of consolidation of the Cosden interests. 

Oklahoma Producing & Refining was steady at 11 to 11%. 
The annual report is looked for with interest and there will 
be much disappointment among the country stockholders if 
there is not some indications pointing to an extra dividend 
and the purpose of the present increase of capital stock at 
the annual meeting next Monday. 

Osage-Hominy Oil received support until last of the week 
at 9, when realizing pressure became greater with offerings 
in round lots at 9. 

While the right to Sapulpa Refining stockholders are not 
at the moment particularly enticing, the general condition 
and past record of the company is causing the majority of 
the stockholders to take up their allotment of the new stock. 
The stock held firm around 9 to 9% and we look for an 
upward swing after February 20th when rights expire. 

Practically all the bonds of Sinclair Oil & Refining Com- 
pany have been turned in and all earnings now go to stock; 
the saving is equal to over $2.50 per share. 

For the past two weeks the reports of production in the 
Mid-Continent fields show that it is holding about the same. 
The Augusta-Kansas pool shows some decline and more wa- 
ter is reported. Eldorado shows some increase and could 
probably increase still more with weather conditions favor- 
able. Western Oil will either have to advance or Eastern 
Oil decline, as present difference is greatly in favor of the 
Western Oil for refiners, a difference too large to continue 
much longer. 


i? 
e 


Vacuum Oil Company Man in Houston 








W. C. Brower of the Vacuum Oil Company, Rochester, N. 
Y., was a visitor in Houston and its petroleum vicinities 
during the week. 

Among the properties owned by the Vacuum Oil Company 
is a new lubricating plant now being built at Bramell Point, 
Paulsboro, N. J. It is expected to be in operation by early 
summer. The area on which the plant is being put up com- 
prises 670 acres with extensive water-frontage on the Dela- 
ware River, where a bulkhead is under construction to allow 
ocean-going vessels to dock there. 

Between 500 and 600 men will be employed at the new 
plant. A pipe line will connect with the Standard Oil Com- 
pany’s pipe line system at Essington, Pa., by means of which 
a supply of crude oil will be obtained. 


——— 
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A further burden is being placed on oil tank cars. Et- 
fective January 1, the predicted 20 per cent increase in all 
labor and material costs for repairs of tank cars was made, 
and there also appeared on the bills rendered since that date, 
an additional 25 per cent on the face of the invoice, which 
last, the railroads said, was to cover the greatly increased 
costs not represented in the first 20 per cent cost. 


MITCHELL'S 


Barge and Passenger Line 


i Ph 
For Orske o*" Goose Creek : Preston 6433 
Boat Velma carrying passengers and express, leaves foot of Main 


Street at 7:30 a.m. Leaves Goose Creek on return trip at 3:00 
p.m. See Houston’s ship channel on way to oil field. 
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The Carter Oil Company, No. 1 Maubles, at Nome, a 
small village about seven miles south of Sour Lake, is down 
3.412 feet in oil sand. In trying to set screen, they got stuck 
650 feet from bottom. This well is being watched with much 
interest. 

Setting Screen at Caldwell 


Screen is being set at 600 feet in the well being drilled by 
Brown, Harkey et al. near Caldwell in Burleson County. 
This well is near the Frainville community and it was re- 
ported that the driller had a 15-barrel pumper at 240 feet, 
but that he decided to go deeper. 


Found Oil in Water Well 


Reports from LaGrange, Texas, state that oil was struck 
in a well four miles west: of O’Quinn, Fayette County, early 
in the week, when a test for water was being made. The 
report said that the sand was 10 to 12 feet thick and that 
gas has been found at several places near where the well 
is being drilled. It is understood that preparations are be- 
ing made to drill a test for oil. a 

The United Oil Producers Association is still waiting on 
six-inch in its well at League City. The well is 1,700 feet 
down and bailing will begin as soon as the casing is set. 
The well is 300 feet west of the G., H. & H. station at League 
City. 

At Barber’s Hill 


At Barber’s Hill, Pitts and Baker are drilling at 3,000 feet 
in brown shale and gumbo, with some gravel. The well is 
on the Dorsett League. When the drill was down 1,857 feet 
it went through a pine log three feet thick. They have set 
950 feet of six-inch and 380 feet of 10-inch. 


At Cross Timbers 


W. J. Chastain of Lake Charles, and Houston associates 
have erected a derrick near Cross Timbers in Harris County, 
a few miles from Houston, on the Gid Westcott tract and 
will begin drilling as soon as they can get the rig up. Mr. 
Chastain abandoned a hole about two miles west of the pres- 
ent location about a month ago. 
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Colombia’s Oil Resources Investigated 


An officer of the Carib Syndicate, Ltd.. a New York 
company having extensive interests in South America, re- 
cently returned to New York from South America, where 
he completed an extensive personal investigation of the pe- 
troleum developments and prospects in the republic of Co- 
lombia. In an interview in Financial America he states that 
the various localities in Colombia in which the geological 
conditions are favorable for the production of petroleum are 
now being most carefully examined by representatives of 
many of the leading producing companies of the United 
States and Europe. 


He. estimates that 50 experts or specialists in petroleum 
technology or operation are at present investigating every 
known natural seepage of oil or gas in the republic, and 
that this activity extends into the neighboring countries of 
Venezuela and Ecuador, and that five or six American com- 
panies or syndicates are preparing for or have actually com- 
menced development work in Colombia. 


On being asked as to the general conditions of business 
in Colombia, and their relation to the development of the 
country by foreign capital, he stated: 


“The Republic of Colombia in my judgment offers an 
exceptional opportunity for the investment of capital at this 
time. The Government is stable, its finances in excellent 
condition, and the country’s resources are such as will offer 
an attractive field for the safe investment of capital in al- 
most any line of serious business. 


“Colombia is very much in the same condition of devel- 
opment as was Mexico immediately prior to the Diaz ad- 
ministration. Its resources are enormous and only await 
the intelligent use of capital to bring them into profitable 
operation. Although the country lies but a few degrees north 
of the Equator, its climate in general is similar to that of 
Mexico. The average yearly temperature of Bogota, the 
capital of Colombia, is slightly lower than that of Mexico 
City, both cities being situated in elevated sections of the 
republics. 


“Those sections of Colombia situated at less elevation 
are tropical, but due to the regular seasonal changes, dur- 
ing which tempering breezes prevail, nearly all the republic 
will eventually support a large, vigorous and healthy popu- 
lation. Except along the lower valleys of some of the prin- 
cipal rivers, the drainage is excellent, and with a well dis- 
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tributed rainfall agriculture and cattle raising will always 
offer great incentive to the northern colonizer to develop 
these resources. ° 


Mountains Full of Metals 


“The great mountain ranges traversing Colombia, the prin- 
cipal peaks of which are snow-clad throughout the year, con- 
tain untold wealth of precious metals, while the known de- 
posits of the baser minerals are most extensive and widely 
distributed. 

“The principal present source of platinum is Colombia: 
the greatest emerald mines of the world are also situated 
in the upper Magdalena valley. Water power, practically 
undeveloped, will eventually be the source of the vast elec- 
tric power that will greatly assist the country’s industries. 

“Personally, I was most interested in the possibilities of 
the country as a petroleum producer, and I had an eppor- 
tunity of confirming many of the favorable reports of the 
recent geological investigations by American and foreign 
petroleum companies, among them being those of our Carib 
Syndicate engineers, who have spent several years in Co- 
lombia, Venezuela, Ecuador and Peru. 

“Plans of several of the principal companies are matur- 
ing rapidly for large development, both on the Caribbean 
coast sections and along Magdalena River valley. 


Colombia Assured Field 


“The operations of the various investigators to date have 
assured the early advent of Colombia into the group of pe- 
troleum producing countries of importance. Some of the 
fields will produce similar to the best Pennsylvania grades, 
while other districts will yield oil similar to that now being 
produced in quantity in Mexico and the southern Gulf Coast 
of the United States. 

“Pipe lines will connect the various producing fields, as 
developed, to refining centers within the country, while the 
export business can readily be served through pipe lines 
of moderate lengths leading to one or more of the many 
excellent harbors of the Caribbean coast. 

“The Government of Colombia is entirely friendly to for- 
eign capitalists of serious intentions and the law governing 
securing and development of petroleum lands are liberal. 
Public lands of the republic may be operated by special con- 
cession on favorable terms, a fixed royalty being paid the 
Government. Privately-owed land to which good title may 
be readily proved, may be developed by private contract 
with the owner, unless it be property recently acquired, in 
which case the Government reserves the oil and mineral 
rights. 

“Most of the more favorably situated lands on which the 
petroleum indications are pronounced have now been ac- 
quired by the various large petroleum companies, and sev- 
eral million acres are now under contract from private own- 
ers or are in process of preliminary development under 
Government concession. Some smaller tracts are also being 
developed. 
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Gas Springs in New Zealand 


Gas springs in New Zealand, where the pressure is strong 
enough in places to allow the gas to be piped at considerable 
distance, are reported by the Geological Survey Branch of 
New Zealand. The following is part of a report made to 
the Minister of Mines at Wellington by P. G. Morgan, direc- 
tor New Zealand Geological Survey: 

A large number of inflammable gas springs is known to 
occur in the Eastern Wellington and Southern Hawke’s Bay 
districts. The most southerly of these is on Hinekura Sta- 
tion, about 12 miles southeast of Martinborough. A gas 
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spring, concerning which no particulars are available, is 
stated to occur on Mr. Kummer’s property, Kaiwhata River, 
near Flat Point. 

The well known Blairlogie gas spring occurs on Mr. H. 
Morrison’s Awatoitoi Estate, between Carswell’s and Blair- 
logie. The spring is on the eastern slope of a ridge known 
as Kerosene Ridge, at a barometric height of 910 feet above 
sea level. At the time of the writer’s visit, which took place 
during heavy rain, gas was bubbling vigorously through the 
water in a small hole about six inches in diameter, whilst 
over an area of several square yards there were numerous 
small escapes. The gas ignited readily and burnt with a 
bluish-yellow flame. The water in the hole tasted strongly 
of kerosene. In dry weather it is said to be quite salt, but, 
doubtless owing to dilution by rainwater, this feature was not 
observed by the writer. Southward from Kerosene Ridge 
small gas bubbles are said to appear in the water of Middle 
Division Creek at a spot about a mile southwest of Cam- 
eron’s Lookout. 

On Mr. D. Cameron’s land, about a mile and a half to 
the northward of the Blairlogie gas spring, and about a 
quarter of a mile south of the Whawataki Road, is a spot 
where, over an area of several square yards, numerous small 
jets of inflammable gas escape. 

Near Ica, in Boundary Creek, a small tributary of the 
Whareama River, there was in 1888, according to Professor 
Park, an escape of carburetted hydrogen. In 1910 what was 
supposed to be the same spring yielded only a few bubbles 
of gas, which did not ignite on the application of a lgihted 
match. Park also states that he was informed that during 
the formation of the road from Aohanga Landing to the 
homestead the grey shaly clays of the cuttings were found 
to give off a large amount of gas. 

At Spring Hill, about a mile northeast of Mr. Hume’s 
Aohanga homestead, are two gas springs within half a mile 
of each other. At Glencoe Gorge, about six miles from the 
mouth of the Aohanga River, is a large gas spring on Mr. 
Humphries’ land. A gas spring occurs on Section 184, east 
of the Mangahuia Road, and another is reported to exist in 
the Mangahuia Valley. On Messrs. Toxward and Gray’s 
property, on the south side of Akitio River, some miles from 
the mouth, are several fairly strong gas-escapes. There is 
a gas spring on Mr. Frank Armstrongs land at Esdale, some 
eight or nine miles from the mouth of the Akitio River. The 
five springs last mentioned, together with others, lie in a 
narrow belt ten to twelve miles long, six or seven miles 
from the coast, and are not far from the boundary line be- 
tween pre-Tertiary and Miocene rocks. 

At Tea-tree Point, eight or nine miles east of Weber, are 
one or more fairly vigorous escapes of gas, smelling of pe- 
troleum. The springs are situated on or near the crest of a 
north-and-south-trending anticline. 

Near Waipatiki, on the Oparae Road, about a mile south 
of its junction with the Weber Road, a powerful gas spring, 
said to have been discovered about four years ago, occurs 
in the bed of a small stream. The gas has been piped to the 
Kotuku Oil Syndicate’s No. 1 bore, and was there used to 
assist in raising steam. 

Near Pukehinau, a small settlement about half way be- 
tween Weber and Pongoroa, are seven gas springs, one of 
which, on Mr. Frank Gidden’s land (Section 24), smells 
strongly of oil. The other springs are on Mr. A. C. Bishop's 
land. 

A newspaper report of October, 1912, states that while 
borings in the bed of the Akitio River, near its mouth, were 
being made in order to ascertain the nature of the founda- 
tions for a proposed bridge, a strong flow of gas, which burnt 
for two or three hours, was struck. During the boring of the 
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Kotuku Oil Syndicate’s No. 1 bore near Waipatiki a good 
deal of gas was encountered in the upper part of the bore. 

Mr. H. Hill states that gas springs are fairly common 
southward of Cape Kidnappers, between Porangahau and 
Wainui. He also mentions gas springs between Waikopiro 
and Wallingford. 

The following analysis of gas from Aohanga, forwarded to 
the Dominion Laboratory by Mr. D. Laing in 1910, may 
be quoted : 


Per Cent. 
Methane as marsh gas (CHi)...........seee00- Bes 
oS Tg CSS 1 5) An i 17.6 
RP NINA aos crea stan ia oid voie bhalals'a Sau bwieleNCeie a wiwlene's 12.0 
ORAM Gee casie 2 Sane reoancia aie sais stone ore cies Bio | 
AEN CUOMIGES Golcicdsaleanswiesssoecaisauecaninsic Nil. 
USE MR ear otaxs oy Sos IN So is oielos alata iter eheiordidieesiore 100.0 


The oxygen and nitrogen may be wholly or partly due to 
air having found its way into the rubber bladders used for 
transmitting the sample. 
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Glen Mary Well Doing 250 Barrels 


Rugby Road, Tenn., Feb. 20.—Rumors current here last 
week that the well drilled on the Miller Todd farm, be- 
tween Glen Mary and Rugby Road, is making 1,000 barrels 
a day, appear to be as unfounded as rumors that the well 
is making only 20 barrels per day. The best that can be 
learned concerning the production of the new well, which 
opens up vast territory, is that it is making about 250 barrels 
per day. 

The owners, C. E. and W. L. Russell, evidently have faith 
in the well, because they have leased up a block of land 
around it containing 20,000 acres. The well is under pump 
and there is now about 2,000 barrels in storage. It is much 
lighter oil than that brought in at Oneida, 15 miles from it. 
It is being handled by tank cars, of course, and the freight 
to the nearest pipe line is estimated at about 30 cents per 
barrel. It is unlikely that a pipe line will be put in until 
the production is shown to be absolutely stable, as the Cum- 
berland Pipe Line Company once had an experience with 
putting a pipe line in this territory, that will cause them 
and other companies to hesitate before spending their money 
in that way. 

The Cumberland Pipe Line Company will drill its No. 1 
Pemberton deeper in the hope of striking the sands fotind 
in the Miller Todd well. 

They also have material on the ground for two new rigs 
on the George Todd farm and south of the well on the Miller 
Todd farm, and are placing material for two more wells on 
the Pemberton farm. Both these wells -will be drilled be- 
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LATEST COASTAL 
WILD CATS 


Near Day Lake 


On the west side of Day Lake, in Liberty County, Selden 
et al. are drilling at 600 feet in hard rock on the Julia 
Welder. 








Near Pierce Junction 
Near Pierce Junction, Drummet and others have resumed 
drilling below 1,400 feet, after being shut down for several 
weeks awaiting material. 
Thresher et al. have set up near the Montgomery Road, 11 
miles northeast of Houston. 


Damon Mound 
The bringing in of the gasser by the Texas Exploration 
Company on the Bryan lease at Damon Mound last week 
has greatly stimulated operations there. The Producers Oil 
Company has started two tests, one on the Munson and one 
on the Barrow, and the Gulf Production Company is shipping 
in material to start one or more tests. 
The gasser is shut in. It possibly will be utilized as fuel 
in drilling other wells. 








tween the Todd and Pemberton wells. This firm is also 
building a rig for a well on the Stone-cipher farm half a 
mile north of the Pemberton well. 

The Producers Oil Company, of Tennessee, is making 
preparations to start a test on the Williams farm, east of the 
Stone-cipher farm, and midway between the Pemberton No. 1 
and Rugby Road. The Fisher Oil Company has made a lo- 
cation on the McCard farm, east of the Williams farm, on 
the west side of the C. N. O. and T. P. railroad. These 
companies are well known and reliable concerns and it is a 
certainty that the territory around Glen Mary and Rugby 
Road will be thoroughly tested within the next few months. 

Another field that is being closely watched is the Williams- 
burg field, in Whitley County, Kentucky. Some 12 years ago 
the Disel Oil & Gas Company, under the supervision of its 
manager and president, E. C. Disel, drilled five wells and 
they have produced oil every day since they were drilled in. 
These old wells will be cleaned out and put into shape when 
it is expected that their production will increase. Some of 
the five wells have never had new caps or been pulled out 
since they were drilled, and have been pumped steadily. 


- 





Prompt Shipments From Stock 


ON ALL SIZES OF 








BYERS WROUGHT IRON 
DRILL PIPE and TUBING 











E.L. WILSON HARDWARE CO. 


BEAUMONT, TEXAS 











—— “Syyrw-see 
SR «Wats 


a Se SES 


AT I 


See a 


28 GULF COAST OIL NEWS 


Plans for Oil Jobbers Meeting 


“The date selected for the annual convention of the West- 
ern Oil Jobbers Association, March 21, 22 and 23, has met 
the approval of the entire industry and allied interests,” says 
Secretary Harry Shaw of the association, in a letter ad- 
dressed to members of the association, and other interested 
persons. 

“St. Louis, through its convention bureau, has given every 
possible aid to the management of the Western Oil Jobbers 
Association in preparing for the meeting, and incidentally 
has done a good stroke of work for the oil interests of St. 
Louis. 

“There has never been any organization of the St. Louis oil 
men, but, at a meeting called: for the purpose of arranging 
for the entertainment of the Oil Jobbers, the suggestion was 
made that, instead of a passing purpose, a permanent as- 
sociation of the members of the industry of St. Louis be 
then and there formed. This suggestion met with unani- 
mous and hearty approval, and was carried out. 

“The St. Louis industry then proposed that, instead of a 
single convention of the Western Oil Jobbers, the members 
of the various kindred associations of the refiners and the 
producers be invited to come to St. Louis and form a pe- 
troleum congress. Acting in accordance with the favorable 
responses received to this suggestion, work was undertaken 
to largely increase the scope of the proposed convention. 
The suggestion was made to the State inspection depart- 
ments that they come along with the oil jobbers and the 
manufacturers and, while they have not yet responded of- 
ficially, many of them will attend and take their part in 
putting the distribution of oil and gasoline on an under- 
standable basis. 

‘Particularly gratifying has been the responses of the 
makers of equipment and supplies regarding the exhibition 
of their products. The space allotted for the exhibitors is 
well located, being on the same floor of the Planter’s Hotel 
as the Convention Hall, and it will be filled with interest- 
ing exhibits. It is hoped in this connection to be able to 
show some decided novelties in the shape of oil using de- 
vices, for enabling automobiles to use kerosene as motor 
fuel. 

“Responses in the office of Harry Shaw, secretary of the 
Western Jobbers, indicate that attendance will be large. 
Special trains will be run from Chicago and other cities, and 
a number of oil men’s associations will attend in a body. 
Keenest interest is being shown in the subjects for discus- 
sion. Especially is all possible information wanted on live 
subjects, such as the adoption of a standard of gasoline. 

“It is intended that, while making every preparation for a 
pleasant time, the real object of the convention, which is to 
afford all possible assistance to the members of the organiza- 
tion, be not forgotten. A wide range of topics has been as- 
signed to leaders in the business, and ample opportunity will 
be given for helpful discussion.” 
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Rumors of Destruction Are Confirmed 


The rumors published last month that great destruction 
of oil and oil property was wrought in the Roumanian oil 
fields before their capture by the Germans, have been con- 
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firmed by later reports. The Standard Oil Company, through 
its subsidiary, the Roumano-Americano Company, was a 
heavy loser. The company, however, is expecting compen- 
sation for these losses, according to a New York dispatch, 
which says: 

“Standard Oil of New Jersey officials believe that the 
company will be compensated for the loss suffered by its 
subsidiary, the Roumano-Americano Company, in the de- 
struction of the Roumanian oil properties by a British mili- 
tary commission. Claims of this sort in previous wars 
have been recognized as entitled to compensation. In this 
case it is believed the guaranty has been given by the en- 
tente governments, inasmuch as the Roumanian commander- 
in-chief and the Roumanian prime minister concurred with 
the British military commission in the destruction of the 
wells, refineries and stocks of the various oil companies op- 
erating there. 

“That the destruction was complete is admitted, but there 
remains a good deal of doubt as to the total money loss. It 
is placed at $150,000,000 by the British authorities and at 
$80,000,000 by the Germans. The largest individual loss is 
thought to fall on the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey. 

“The property of the Steaua Romana, the German com- 
pany owned by the Deutsche Bank interests, was also de- 
stroyed. This company ranked closely to the Standard sub- 
sidiary in point of production. 

“The Roumanian Consolidated Oilfields, Ltd., a British 
company, estimates its claim for loss at about $10,000,000. 
The Astra company, a Royal Dutch company, has an inter- 
est placed at slightly in excess of $2,000,000, had its prop- 
erties destroyed along with the rest of the companies. 

“With the exception of Constanza, where the Germans 
are credited with taking about 2,000,000 barrels of oil in 
storage, the work of the British military commission appears 
to have been thorough, although on this point German claims 
indicate large supplies taken in the fields. The commis- 
sion had a ten-day start before the retreat of the Rou- 
manians and Russians. Destroying an oil well is a simple 
matter. A small amount of nitro-glycerine is exploded half 
way down the well, which explosion completely destroys it 
all. A well so destroyed is lost and must be drilled anew 
before production can be had. 

“While the wells are destroyed, the field itself is only 
temporarily hindered. Production can be had with new wells. 
Just how long it will be before Roumania again will be 
producing on a large scale is a matter at present entirely 
in the hands of the Germans. 

“In normal times Roumania produced about 15,000,000 
barrels a year. The companies operating there have been 
prosperous in the last few years because of large German 
requirements and becausue of the sale of gasoline and other 
refined products as a result of the Balkan wars of a few 
years ago. Prior to Roumania’s entrance into the present 
war, the oil companies were getting unusually high prices 
from Germany.” 

The paragraph in the above dispatch . which says that 
“while the wells are destroyed, the field itself is only tem- 
porarily hindered” and that “production can be had with 
new wells,” is not to be taken as meaning that the restora- 
tion of the output of the field will be a short job, but, rather, 
that the field has not been permanently destroyéd. In the 
interview with William A. Paup, published in The Petro- 
leum Gazette last month, it was noted that heaving sands 
make drilling slow in that country, some wells requiring 
as many as 10 strings of pipe, and often taking a couple of 
vears for completion. 





HUMBLE, TEXAS 
R.S. STERLING, President 
H. F. BOZARTH, Vice President 
J. W. FINCHER, Cashier 





Humble State Bank 


Money Loaned on Oil in Pipe Lines 


All Business Given Prompt 
Attention 
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Assignment of Mineral Lease 


193607—Charles Mitchell, trustee, to the Texas Petro- 
leum Company, 4,417 acres out of Scott League, 
known as West Peninsula, February 7, 1917 ........ 

193721—Joe Smith to A. A. Hufstutler, lease of Ehr- 
hardt tract, February 8, 1917, consideration of $1,000 
in stock. 

193738—Houston Texas Oil Association to Houston 
Deep Well Company, 100 acres out of Bay & Bayou 
Land, S. D. of William Scott League No. 2, 561.9 
acres known as Black Duck Bay, 75 acres out of 
John Gilliard, S. D. of Peninsula, February 9, 1917. .$200,000 

193740—Hoffman Goose Creek Company to Humble Oil 
Company, 1 acre Legar tract 200 Black Duck Bayou, 
30 Gaillard Peninsula; 10 acres known as De Merritt 
League, February 17, 1917, cash $33,338 and produc- 
LION OOIDOOIGO: = s.5sieis d-o.csee cure no wikes wee nsw wie edie 


193741—Houston Deep Well Company to Humble Oil 
Company, two acres known as Legar Three-Acre 
tract, 361 acres known as Black Duck Bay, 25 acres 
Gaillard Peninsula, 25 acres out of Ashbel Smith 
League, February 9, 1917, cash $225,000 and $333,333 
ONE OE EOC GRE arcs ~ cicsoice a lsie cov ein'oievelnieis wld wloraisinis ore 
193808—Ella D. Yantis to David A. Carden, two-thirds 
interest in cleaning patent for cleaning wells, Febru- 
dd EAPC 017A en oOo ne Pe 
193770—Humble Oil Company to W. E. Berger, Gal- 
veston, Texas, 15 acres out of south half of B. Hun- 
ten S. D. of William Scott League, January 10, 1917 
193862—Marrs McLean to Gulf Production Company, 
73 acres out of C. N. Kinman Survey, February 7, 
1917, other considerations and 
193871—O. A. Robinson to Gulf Production Company, 
25 acres out of William Scott League No. 2, Feb- 
NE ES fic eaacuenenaeechedeadl eb aeevenses 
193878—O. A. Robinson to Allie Tarver, 25 acres out 
of William Scott League No. 2, November 6, 1916.. 10 
193866—C. S. Neal to Mamie Charlie Sterns, half in- 
terest in 500 acres mineral filing No. 476 submerged 
NNN eg ks pew ace ebee shuns sin 
193878—Eagle Production Company to Salena V. Ern- 
est Moore, 39 acres out of J. R. West, S. D. of the 
James Strange Survey, February 13, 1917; other con- 


558,333 


5,000 


RAPIER ATIC ornare fic raises oe sia Side ciwies. esis eaeloas 1 
193855—John R. Fisk to John Fisk, 8 acres out of 

James Strange Survey, December 26, 1916 ........ oe 
193986—John Fisk to C. D. Morck, a tract out of 

James Strange Survey, February 13, 1917 .......... 10 
Ad to come 


eo eer eee seer eer eres eseeeeeeeseeeeeeseseeeseseeeseeseee 


Mineral Lease 


193709—C. H. S. Wolfe to E. Fendley, 20 acres known 
as: Wolfe Place, Jane:26; 1916.66 io.c.cisscierieo ecco wiecews's $ 30 
193794—E. R. Robinson to Horseshoe Oil Company, 5 


acres out of the James Strange Survey, November 


14, 1916 
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100,000 - 


193875—Rockwell Hoskins to O. A. Robinson, 25 acres 
out of William Scott League No. 2, November 2, 


1916s othée considerations ANd <s.:..cicccicesoe cca 500 
193868—J. M. West to Gulf Production Company, 5 

acres out of Harvey Whiting League, January 17, 

19)}7, other considerations and © .c..6c ced acc ceciesooes 9,500 
193876—Charlie Legar to John Dixon, 5 acres out of 

the Harvey Whiting League, February 15, 1917.... ——— 
193794—Nelson Stephens to F. B. Kalb, 21.80 acres 


out of T. S. Roberts Survey, September 29, 1916 .... 22 
193970—M. G. Fakes to F. P. Kalb, trustee, 5714 acres 


out of A. R. Bodman Survey, October 10, 1916 .... 250 
193971—William Crews to F. P. Kalb, 25 acres out of 
T. S. Roberts Survey, September 29, 1916 .......... 25 
193972—L. C. Baltrip to F. P. Kalb, 25 acres out of T. 

S. Roberts Survey, September 29, 1916 ............ 25 
193973—Kirk Baltrip to F. P. Kalb, 100 acres out of T. 

S. Roberts Survey, September 29, 1916 ............ 49 
193932—A. Tuffly to John R. Fisk, trustee, 8 acres 
out of the James Strange Survey, October 30, 1916..——— 
194104—Thomas Wright Jr. to S. A. Dismukes, 110 
acres out of William Scott Lower League, February 
EE ick Ss canine hen awsene weet as meee —— 
194079—Mrs. Julia H. Casey to C. T. Rucker, 182 acres 
out of William Scott League, November 6, 1916, one- 
sixth royalty. 

194168—W. R. Hollingsworth to James Younger et al., 

10 acres out of 77¥%-acre tract out of Jones Jones 

Survey, Mebruacy 20: TOUT s.cecsuiecccew-owsceceaisiee'so series LOO 
Release of Liens 
193957—Gulf Production Company to Houston Deep 

Well Company, all right in the lease out of John 

Gaillard tract. February 13: 1907 csc.csicisicccceennees $12,500 
Assignment of Royalty 
«93657—P. C. Doehring, C. T. Palmer, Percy J. Brown, 

Jacob Dannenbaum to R. L. Blaffer, 4 per cent roy- 
alty interest in certain well known as_ Original 
Southern Petroleum Company Well No. 1, on 2 acres 
out of the Scott Labor, February 12, 1916 .......... $ 1,506 

Assignment of Oil Permit 
193736—B. N. Garrett to trustees of Houston Oil As- 
sociation, permit on 561.9 acres known as Black Duck 

PA SETS BEES AEY 8 ol ONO oe weal sutras ave. erencreraWaraciersierelarrars a 
193843—W. H. Caldwell vs. J. O. Ehlinger, applica- 

tion No. 339, February 12, 1917; other considera- 

LGHINS EN VINCE ooo ti oir aan ricr eres hbk coon eobimeeln ea oatacanon $ 5 
193842—J. O. Ehlinger to Texas. Standard Oil Com- 
«pany, 282 acres near Perkins Island, February 14, 

corer Sta diariniia len lena lesp aac mae amin tuations maa 1 
193989—Richard Rodgers to W. H. Sharp, 200 acres 

known as Kalb tract, February 17, 1917 ...... 602 e600 2,000 


Agreement 


193619—Susan Stephens et al. to J. M. West, agreement to 
drill on 100 acres out of Mary Owens Survey, February 9, 
1917. 
Late Charter Filings 


The Star Oil Company, 
incorporators, C. W. Harrell, 
dondo and others. 

Amendments were filed by the Mitchell Oil Company of 
Sour Lake increasing capital stock from $5,000 to $12,500. 

Texas Petroleum Company, Houston, capital stock $200,000. 


San Antonio, capital stock, $12,000; 
John A. Kerr, Martin Arre- 





DULLER & BURNELL 


526 First National Bank Building, Houston, Texas 
VALUATIONS AND APPRAISALS 


Oil and Mineral Reports of Prospective and Producing 








Phone Preston 4876 Properties References on Request 


W. H. Rankin, C. P. A. F. J. Cox 


Rankin, Cox & Company 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND AUDITORS 


We Specialize in Handling, semen and Auditing the Accounts 
of Oil Companies 


609 Union Nat’! Bank Bldg. Phone Preston 5449 


Houston, Texas 
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Incorporators: J. H. Christian, L. A. Rockwell, Charles 
Mitchell and others. 

Permit to do business in Texas was granted to the Em- 
pire Pipe Line Company of Dover, Del., capita: stock $500,- 
000; headquarters in Texas at Mineral Wells. 

Community Oil Company of Vernon, capital stock $9,600. 
Incorporators: Daniel Bond, C. E. Basham and J. H. Pen- 
dleton. 

Murchison Gas, Oil & Water Company of Murchison, cap- 
ital stock $8,000. Incorporators: Dr. E. H. Huddle, M. A. 
Asher, J. W. Splawn and others. 

Imperial Production Company, Bay City; capital - stock, 
$500,000; purpose, the production and marketing of oil. In- 


corporators: M. Thompson, J. T. Craig, C. G. Hamil and 
others of Bay City. 


Release of Lease 


193877—Producers Oil Company to Goose Creek ,Oil Com- 
pany, all right, interest under lease of October 27, 1905, exe- 
cuted by John I. Gailliard, January 19, 1917. 


Oil Prospect 


193613—W. H. Sharp, applicant to State of Texas, 200 acres, 
being the same tract as filed on by J. E. Roberts, February 
12, 1917. 

193689—A., A. Dumm, applicant to State of Texas, survey 
of 1,000 acres near Taylor Bayou and Clear Lake, Febru- 
ary 13, 1917. 

193707—Homer E. Stephenson, applicant to State of Texas, 
76.5 acres near Hog Island, February 13, 1917. 

193747—Homer E. Stephenson, applicant to State of Texas, 
200 acres near Spillman Island, February 14, 1917. 

193875—Tom C,. Copping, applicant to State of Texas, 240 


‘acres near Lynchburg, November 20, 1916. 


193998—State of Texas to Richard Rodgers, 320 acres 
known as Kalb tract, October 9, 1917. 

194047—E. J. Hoffman, applicant to State of Texas, 100.9 
acres of submerged land, February 19, 1917. 
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Petroleum Products Rates Increased 


Washington, Feb. 29—Advances in rail rates on petro- 
leum products took effect today on shipments from Cincin- 
nati, Louisville, Ky., and St. Louis, to destinations in north- 
ern and central Kentucky in accordance with the tariffs filed 
by the railroads and earlier suspended by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. The suspension order was vacated 
as of the 19th, in an order from Commissioner Harlan. 

The rates to Ewing, Ky., from Cincinnati and Louisville 
are declared out of harmony with rates to other points in 
that same region, and the Commission expects the carriers 
to correct them within the time mentioned. Protests against 
the new rates were made by the Indian Refining Company, 
Lawrenceville, Ill. The Standard Oil Company of Ken- 
tucky and the C. C. Stoll Oil Company of Louisville, its com- 
petitors in Kentucky, did not object. The Indian called at- 
tention to the fact that the rates proposed would be much 
higher than rates for even greater distances north of the 
Ohio River. Commissioner Harlan answered that conten- 
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WE sell large blue print Maps of the Piedras Pintas and Noleda oil 
fields, Duval County, Texas, for $3.50 each. Eureka Co., Box 41, 
San Diego, Texas. 


FIVE SALESMEN WANTED tto sell beautiful building lots in bay- 

shore townsite, south of Goose Creek, which is to be prospected for 
oil. $30 each on easy terms. Purchaser secures free stock if oil is 
discovered. Attractive literature. Liberal commission. One agent 
made over $1,250 commissions last week. Others making $250 to $1,000 
monthly. Experienced town lot, drilling site or oil stock salesman can 
easily count on making $10,000 next few months. Commissions paid 
promptly. P. O. Box 1745, Houston, Texas. 








WANTED—News stands to handle the Gulf Coast Oil News. Attrac- 
tive proposition to dealers. Address Foster Building, Houston, Texas. 





DO YOU KNOW how to invest small amounts scientifically? Don’t 
you know you can do this? If you don’t know, let us show you. 
National Oil Drilling Company, Beatty Building, Houston, Texas. 





FOR SALE—10 shares of Houston ang Well Company stock at $14.00 
per share. XXX Gulf Coast Oil News 





FOR SALE—10 shares Central Goose Creek Oil Company stock, $7.50 
per share. 999, care Gulf Coast Oil News. 





FOR SALE—5 lots in Texas Gulf Oil Addition. Make me an offer as 
I need the money. Oscar Steuernagel, Tamina, Texas. 








tion by calling attention to the testimony of the railroads that 
the earnings of the railroads south of the Ohio are much 
smaller than those north of that stream. 
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Much Land Leased in Tarrant County 


Tarrant County has suddenly attracted the attention of 
oil well drillers. A large number of leases have been taken, 
including about 10,000 acres near Handley and 4,000 acres 
to the southeast of Fort Worth. It is reported that an oil 
well near Kennedale which was sunk a number of years ago 
has been reopened and gas found therein. 

The Tarrant County Oil and Gas Company has taken leases 
on 6,000 acres near Forest Hill and the Fort Worth Oil 
Development Company has purchased the fee to 40 acres 
near the Masonic Orphans Home, on which there is a test 
well down to the 2,300-foot level. 


o, 
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Markham’s Production Is Down 


Markham’s production also has fallen off considerably 
within the last few weeks. Most of the wells producing are 
wells which were brought in several years ago. 

The production there last week averaged 450 barrels per 
day. The Clem Oil Company is deepening its No. 11 Myers. 
The well drilled in a short time ago at 1,400 feet, but the 
showing was unsatisfactory, so it is going deeper. 
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Tell your friends to get the Gulf Coast Oil News and keep 
posted. 





STOCKS FOR SALE 


Houston Deep WellCo. . . . §$ 14.00 per share 
Houston Goose Creek Co. - «.  $ 10.00 per share 
Central Goose Creek Co. . . . §$ 7.50 per share 
Goose Creek Petroleum Corp. . §$ 75.00 per share 
Union Prod. Co., Goose Creek . $ 25.00 per share 
Southern Petroleum Co. . . . $275.00 per share 
Deep Sand Oil Co. ‘ - $300.00 per share 


STOCKS WANTED 


Southern Petroleum Humble Oil Co. 
Great Southern Deep Sand Oil Co. 


Houston Stock Exchange 
FOSTER BLDG. HOUSTON, TEXAS 











$20 Buys Deed to Land 


Also Interest in Oil Wells that Should pay 
you $100 for every dollar invested 


PAYMENTS $1 MONTHLY 


COMPLETE INFORMATION FREE 
Address 


Texas Gulf Company 


118 Union Bank Building Houston, Texas 
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37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees, 3 cents per barrel additional. 


Ventura County— 


25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity ...... 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 de- 
grees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. . 

37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity ...... 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 








1.07 




















Following is a schedule of credit balance quotations in above 37 degrees gravity, 3 cents per barrel additional. 
Z ivisions as Fel C22 St : : 
ll dovietons as of Pebruncy Whittier-Fullerton and Santa Maria Fields— 
— GULF COAST 16 degrees to and including 17.9 degrees gravity ...... ea 
Spindle We iv chceneues $1.05 Markham tee e ee eeeee $1.00 18 degrees to and including 18.9 degrees gravity ...... 74 
Sour MONEE 5555 sonia wieese. 1.00 Goose ECO ea i. 5 fore Sinerscore 1.00 And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
DaratOGa ...eeeeeeeeeee 100 Edgerly ............... 1.00 above 18 degrees up to and inclusive of 24.9 degrees 
SSS eee eee 1.00 Jennings aha ale ar axel aaase 1.00 gravity, 1 cent per barrel additional. 
BOT ov ccewcccvavscine BOR ViON icc os scenieocwaen 1.00 25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity ...... 82 
ON a ee re 1.00 And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 de- 
NORTH TEXAS ” grees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 
Electra see e cen eeccesens $1.70 Thrall teeter eee eee ees $1.70 37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity ...... 1.07 
PIGUPACI A. | 5 sis :cinsiocciesiees 1.70 Corsicana, heavy ...... 95 And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
SIAM: csdiencess eosin 140 ‘Corsicana, eEht «2.2.0: 1.70 above 37 degrees gravity, 3 cents per barrel additional. 
MI cxcactnvuncocens 1.70 ——> 
NORTH LOUISIANA . FUSL OF PRICES 
Caddo, light ........... CEN Whe Sake: oosivescnsceves $1.60 The following are spot quotations for fuel oil as of Feb- 
Caddo, heavy ......0.+ eI ors sistericsunawane 140 fuary <c: ; 
: Fort Worth, Corsicana, Dallas ............006000« 90 to 1.00 
EASTERN GRADES NEL ies erica sre 6 5-Qnsy avai’ e wid ste S6,6idealaincwlasSpaneh exeocec die 95 to 1.00 
Pennsylvania .......... er $2.18 one i — e ae 
Mercer DiaGK 4.00.06 2AS Raglagd) ic dcciscscesaiesis a ' 8 Fe PR OREARE LEA AS STH : adie 
BOGIES. falosila sin ticcaw mies roe 6 Gz Des abeh ie as catelarollere faeces 
eee 2 Local Stocks 
Quotations by the Houston Stock Exchange covering 
. ; CENTRAL WEST , transactions for the week ending Thursday, February 22, 
North Lima .........+. SARS TRON oo iks sins cc neees $1.87 1917. . : 
SOUR LAMA .4 cvciecies os TESS «PRIRCELON: o:aces.siereere-0:0% 1.87 ’ : : 
ee Bel ietateinss) ssyel sve shs pot PRVIRIOUEN. velainsssdiecersiereieris 1.83 Tene af Seneees | Par Ask |Last Sale| High Low 
SESERR cieersccseeie cits | 
Amer. Guar. Oil Co..... 10.00|.......| 10.00} 10.00) 10.00 
OKLAHOMA Bankers Oil & Gas Co..| 10.00, 16.00) 10.00) 20.00} 10.00 
Cushing crude (Texas Vale ... see eeeeeee eee eees 170 Ctrl Goose Creek Pet...) 5.00, 7.50, 7.50 7.50, 5.00 
2S Serre Ty rr $1.95 All other grades........ 1.70 oo el 100.00)....... | 100.00} 100.00! 100.00 
PIGAMAEBD: 665 3.cs sere siens 90 Chem Om © Ossie caraeeresin 0) 30.00! 30.00) 30.00 
Com: (Oil Coin cs. showcase 6) || Sere | 50.00} 50.00) 50.00 
| CALIFORNIA ~ ___. Deep Sand Oil Co...... 50.00) 300.00) 325.00) 50.00) 50.00 
Below is a schedule of Standard Oil Company of Cal- Dixie Oil & Gas Co....., 10.00! 7.50} 8.00} 20.00; 8.00 
fornia prices, effective since January 13, 1917. Agency prices Goose Creek Pet. Corp..| 50.00)....... | 75.00| 75.00! 50.00 
are 1 cent per barrel more on each grade than Standard Great Southern Oil Co..) 10.00 7.50) 7.50! 10.00| 2.00 
prices. Hardy Onl @o. .cc5 cess. ee 0) eee 20.00} 25.00! 20.00 
Kern River, Midway-Sunset, McKittrick, Lost Hills- Houston Deep Well Co..} 10.00) 14.00) 15.00) 25.00! 5.00 
Belridge, Coalinga— R Houston Goose Creek Co. 10.00! 10.00! 10.00! 25.00! 14.00 
14 degrees to and including 17.9 degrees gravity....... $0.73 Humble Oil Co. ........ LOQOON s0020: 600.00) 600.00) 140.00 
18 degrees to and including 18.9 degrees gravity...... 24. Tee TU. Oe. . 2.0064 10.00; 10.00; 8.00) 15.00} 10.00 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree Humble-Tex Pet. Co. 10.00; 10.00} 10.00; 10.00} 10.00 
above 18 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 24.9 de- Jack Rose Oil Co........ 50.00} 75.00, 60.00) 100.00; 60.00 
grees gravity, 1 cent per barrel additional. McWilliams Oil Co.....| 10.00).......| 10.00, 10.00) 10.00 
25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity ...... 82 National Oil & Gas Co..| 10.00) 5.00} 5.00! 15.00| 1.00 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree Singleton Ranch Co..... 10.00; 10.00; 10.00} 10.00| 10.00 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 de- Southern Pet. Co........ 50.00) 275.00) 250.00) 310.00} 70.00 
grees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. State Oil & Gas ........ 25.00) 25.00} 25.00| 25.00} 25.00 
ADVANCES MADE ON OIL ae 
HENRY S. FOX, Jr., 
IN THE PIPE LINE President 





Houston National Exchange Bank 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 


RESOURCES $10,000,000.00 


M. M. GRAVES, 
Vice President 
M. P. GEISELMAN, 
Vice President 
AUG. DE ZAVALA, 
Active Vice Pres. and Cashier 
MELVIN ROUFF 
Asst. Cashier 
JAKE HURWITZ, 
Asst. Cashier 
L. D. HARMES, 
Asst. Cashier 
TOM McDONALD, 
Asst. Cashier 
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THERE is no question 
regarding the value of 
an advertisement in the 


Gulf Coast Oil News 


@ You are reading this and 
others will likewise read 
yours. 


@ The cost of this advertis- 
ing 1s small, and the results 
are large. 


@ Let us tell you about it. 


Gulf Coast Oil News 


Foster Building hy Houston, Texas 


February 24, 1917 
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Remember it stands for the noted Blackmer Rotary 
Pump, which has stood the test and found to be efficient, 
reliable and durable. One that has an automatic take-up 
for wear feature. 

Does not require priming. 

Guaranteed against pressure. 

All parts interchangeable so that they can be replaced 
without experienced help. 


Pumps with capacities from 5 to 500 gallons per 
minute. 


Ask for Catalogue 














Blackmer Rotary Pump Co. 


PETOSKEY, MICHIGAN 
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